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4 concife hiftory of the Morari- 
Ans, or Unirras Fratrum, of 
their fettlement in the American 
States ; and of their zeal, per- 
feverance, and fuccefs, in propa- 
gating the gofpel. 

HE hiftory of the Moravi- 

ans is fo new and fingular, 

their perfecutions and fufferings for 
the gofpel’s fake have been fo 
great, and their zeal, perfeverance 
and fuccefs in propapating it, in 

Heathen countrics, fo rare and a- 

poftolical, that it is imagined, it 

cannot fail of being highly intereft- 
ing, in{lrudtive and entertaining to 
all pious readers. 

The Moravians claim their re- 
ligion from the apoftles ; efpecially 
from the apoftle Paul, and from 
Titus, one or both of whom they 
imagine preached in Illyricum and 
Dalmatia.* ‘Thefe were provin- 
ces of Sclavonia, in which Mora- 
via‘and Bohemia were included. 
In the fourth century, Jerome, 
who was born at Strido, a city of 
Ulyricum, with a view to advance 
the progrefs of the gofpel, in his 
own country, is faid to have tranf- 
lated the bible into his own mother 





* Rom. xv. 19. and 2 Tim. iv. 10. 


Vor. I. No. 2. 





tongue. In 861, Cyril and Me- 
thodius, two Greek bifhops, well 
verfed in the Sclavonian language, 
vifited Moravia, and were inftru- 
mental of converting Swataplux, 
king of the Moravians, and his 
fubjeéts, to the Chriftian faith.— 
They alfo converted the Bohemi- 
ans about the fametime. It hence 
appears, that thefe countries were 
chriftianized by means of the caft- 
ern churches, and were initiated 
into the Chriftian religion, accord- 
ing to the doéirines and ceremonics 
of the Greek church. The bitfh- 
ops of Rome, at an early period, 
began their antifcriptural impofi- 
tions onthe Bohemian and Mora- 
vian churches, and perfecuted them 
with great heat and cruelty. Otho, 
the Roman Emperor, having con- 
quered Bohemia, in 940, by the 
exprefs order of the Pope, enjoin- 
ed the Roman liturgy in Latin.— 
This was extremely difagrceable 
and offenfive to the Bohemians ; 
and from that time there commenc- 
ed a fevere conteft between them, 
and the Roman pontiff : The lat- 
ter conftantly impofing and infilt- 
ing upon the Romifh modc of wor- 
fhip, and the former as obftinately 
and firmly refifting his impofitions. 
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The Pope attempted to impofe ce- 
libacy on the clergy of Bohemia ; 
and to that fucceeted the doétrine 
of tranfubftantiation. Both were 
oppefed with as much zeal and ob- 
ftinacy as they were enjoined. 
When Charles IV. Emperor of 
the Romans, was about founding 
the univerfity ef Prague, in the 
year 1361, he invited and conven- 
ed many German, French and Ital- 
ian matters and doétors. Thefe 
having been accuftomed to receive 
only one of the elements in the fa- 
cramental fupper, vehemently in- 
fifted that the cup fhould not be re- 
ceived in the holy communion.— 
‘The Bohemians as warmly main- 





tained the duty of communicating | 


inthe cup. John Milicius, canon 


zealous affertors of the commun- 
ioninboththeelements. For this 


[ Aveusr, 


he was made re&tor of the univer. 
fity. Two years after, Pope John 
publifhed indulgencies to be diftri- 
buted to all people, who would 
take up arms in behalf of the Ro- 
mifh church, againft the King of 
Naples. The Bohemians burned 
the bulls of the pope, and the let- 
ters of the prelates, which accom- 
panied them, in the public market 
place. The pope was fo exafper- 
ated with the Bohemians, that he 
fummoned Hufs to Rome, and by 
an edict, prohibited dwine wor- 
fhip, and the celebration of the 
Lord’s fupper, at Prague. Up- 
on this, Hufs withdrew from the 
univerfity and city, and itinerated, 
preaching from town to town, 


through the kingdom. At length 
of Prague, and his fucceffor, Mat- , 
thias Janovius, who was confeffor | 
to Charles IV. were both very 


reafon they were both banifhed the | 


kingdom. 
About this time, the Bohemians 


began, with their whole ftrength, | 


to oppofe the impofitions of the 
Romith church. 


John Hefs in | 


particular, who was profeflor of | 


the univerfity at Prague, in a very | 


bold and explicit manner, exclaim. | 


ed again{t the numerous errors and 
i: pofitions of the Romifh church. 
In the year 1400, he was greatly 
ftrengthened and animated by thc 
writings of John Wickliff, the fir{t 
of the Engtifh reformers. “‘heie 
were handed to him, from Eng- 
land, by one Peter Payne, a: 
Englifhman. Some of thef he 
tranflated into the Bohemian lan- 
guage. He encouraged Jerome, 
of Prague, to oppofe the errors of 
popery with the fame zeal and firm- 
nefs, in the fchools, with which 
he combated them in the church. 
This procured him great applaufe 
among the people, and in 1409, 





he was fummoned to Conftance, 
whither he and Jerome went un- 
der the fafe conduct of the Empe- 
ror Sigifmond. But notwithftand- 
ing the Emperor’s letter, they 
were, contrary to all good faith, 
both of them condemned to the 
flames. John Hufs was burned on 
the 6th of July 1415, and Jerome 
fuffered martyrdom on the 30th of 
May the fucceeding year. ‘This 
exceedingly inflamed the Bohemi- 
aps and Moravians, both nobles 
and commonalty, again{t the pop- 
ifh party. ‘The rage of the people 
arofe to fuch an height, in 1419, 
that the eovernor and twelve fena- 
tors were thrown out at the win- 
dews of the council houfe, and 
fell on the points of the {pears of 
the armed men. Soon after war 
was proclaimed by the Papifts, a- 
gainft the Huffites, as they were 
then called. Afierthe council of 
Dafil, the protefting Bohemians un- 
happily divided among themfelves, 
and formed into two parties, oppo- 
fing each other with great bitter- 
nefs and animofity. One party 
demanded the ufe of the cup only 
in the holy fupper, and were cal- 
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ied Calixtines. The other party, 
adhering ftriétly to all parts of 
John Hufs’ doftrine, were prop- 
erly denominated Huflites. Such 
was the oppofition of thefe parties 
to each other that they came final- 
ly to blews, and open violence. 

This was the diftraéted ftate of 
Bohemia for nearly thirty years, 
until thofe who were more peace- 
ably inclined, about 1450, formed 
acoalition. Laying afide all party 
diftin&tions, they united in the 
common principles to which all 
could affent. After maturing their 
plan, on the firft of March 1457, 
they formed into a diftinc& congre- 
gation, as they fuppofed, after 
the apoftolic fintplicity, by the 
name of Fratres legis Cxrisat i.e. 
Brethren according to the law of 
Curist. Finding that fome pee- 
ple confidered them as a new and 
particular order of monks, they 
called themfelves fimply Brethren. 
Perceiving afterwards that their 
numbers confiderably increafed, 
and that they were happily united 
in fentiment and brotherly affection, 
they gave themfelyes the name of 
Unitas Fratrum, or the United 
Brethren. 

That they might live in peace, 
and ferve God witha pure con- 
{cience, king Podicbrad granted 
them the Barony of Letiz, in the 
mountainous places of Moravia, 
in the neighbourhood of Silefia. 
To this many of the citizens of 
Prague, bachelors and matters of 
arts, nobles and the commen peo- 
ple retired, with the learned and 
unlearned, from all parts of Bohe- 
mia and Moravia. As they were 
defirous of a regular miniftry, they 
eleéted three men by lot, and fent 
them to the Waldenfes, in Auftria, 
that they might receive epifcopal 
ordination. Bifhop Stephen with 
another of the bifhops of the Wal- 
Senfes, affifted by feveral of their 





clergy ordained the three Moravi- 
ans bifhops, vefting them with pow- 
ers to ordain. At the fame time 
they declared unto them, what 
great perfecutions they had fuffer- 
ed, in France and Italy, for the 
fake of Chrift and his gofpel, and 
how they had continued the fuc- 
ceflion of the miniftry, from the 
apoftolic age, to the then prefent 
time. The fame year Stephen, 
bifhop of the Waldenfes, was ap- 
prehended, by the Papifts, and 
burnt alive at Vienna. ‘The Wal- 
denfes were fcattered and many of 
them joined the United Brethren 
in the mountains of Moravia. 

The perfecutions they endured 
were inexpreflible, and almoft in- 
credible.t The Papifts attempted 
totally to extirpate them, and to 
deftroy their bibles and good books. 
They were obliged to meet for di- 
vine worfhip in the night only, and 
to keep their bibles and other books 
in the moft fecret places. Some 
of them emigrated and were re- 
ceived into England as early as the 
reign of Edward VI. So vehe- 
ment was the perfecution, that the 
Moravian churches became in a 
manner loft, and invifible to the 
world. Atthe dawn of the ref- 
ormation, by the preaching of Lu- 
ther and Calvin, great praifes were 
given by them to the United Breth- 
ren. Thefe, after they had been 
imprifoned, tortured and made to 
endure every kind of perfccution, 
which Romith bigotry and malice 
could devife ; and after not only 
their enemies, but eventheir friends 
imagined they were entirely cx. 
ting, under the kind providence 





+ A hiflory of thefe perfecutions, 
and of thofe of the Sclavonian church- 
es was written by Amos Comenius, 
one of the Moravian bifbops. He 
printed it in England, and prefented 
it to King Charles If. A. D, 1660. 
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of the Great Shepherd, again made 
their appearance 

About the year 1712, the Pa- 
pifts commenced a new perfecution 
againft them; their goods were 
feized by the Jefuits, and they 
were imprifoned, and tortured with 
great violence and inhumanity. In 
this diftreffed fituation, they fought 
an afylum, where they might en- 
joy reft and liberty of confcience. 
Count Zinzendorf, in upper Lv- 
fatia, gave them countenance, and 
leaving theirhoufes and farms, they 
repaired with the {mall remains of 
their property, which had been 
kept from the hands of the Jefu- 
its, to him ; and fettling on his ef- 
tate, built Hernhuth, now a place 
of confiderable fame, in the Sax- 
on dominions. But even here, 
their reft was but of fhort contin- 
uance. The imperial court, dif- 

leafed with the emigration of the 
Shiai: made complaint to the 
king of Poland, then elector of 
Saxony, and Count Zinzendorf 
was banifhed the Saxon dominions, 
on account of the proteétion which 
he had given to thefe opprefied 
Proteftants. Exiled from Saxo- 
ny, he fought for places in other 
kingdoms, where the Moravians 
and Bohemians might findan afy- 
lum. 

Upon this new difperfion, num- 
bers of the United Brethren emi- 
grated to the Britifh dominions 
and were admitted to certain ex- 
emptions and privileges by act of 
parliament. Particularly an aé 
was pafled for their encourage- 
ment to fettle in the North-Amer- 
ican colonies. This granted them 
an exemption from oaths and from 
perfonal fervices in war. Their 
affirmation is taken inftead cf an 
oath. 

Their firft arrival in North-A- 
merica, was in 1735. A colony 
came to Savannah in Geogia, and 
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there began a fettlement. The 
truftees, under whom the fettle- 
ment of that colony commenced, 
promifed them, agreeably to the 
provifion made, by at of parlia- 
ment, exemption from all perfonal 
fervicesin war. But on the Span- 
ith invafion of that colony the in- 
habitants obliged them to take up 
arms. This was fucha grievance, 
that they left their fettlement and 
poffeffions in Savannah, and in the 
{pring of the year 1741, began to 
build Bethlehem in the forks of 
Delaware, in Northampton coun- 
ty, about fifty miles north of Phi- 
ladelphia. This is their principal 
fettlement in the United States. 
In the year 1793, they had twen- 
ty-five fettlements and churches 
within the limits of the United 
States. Their whole number at 
that time within faid limits was 
computed at 4,700.¢ Each of 





+ In 1740, the Brethren purchafed 
soo acres, in Pennfylvania, for a fet- 
tlement at Bethichem. Since that 
time feveral other confiderable pur- 
chafes have been made. This is fitua- 
ted on the river Lehigh, the weftern 
branch of the Delaware, in lat. 40°, 
37’. Itis built partly on a high rifing 
ground, and partly on the banks of z 
fine creek, called the Manakes. This 
affords trout and other fifh. The fit- 
uation is healthy and -pleafant. In 
the fummer feafon it is frequently vil- 
ited by the gentry from Philadelphia 
and other parts. 

In 1741, they purchafed the Barony 
of Nazareth, 5,000 acres, of the Rev. 
George Whitefield. ‘This is in Penn- 
fylvania, and the fettlement began the 
next year after the purchafe. In 1749, 
they made a purchafe of 100,000 a- 
cres of Lord Granville, in his diftrict, 
in Worth-Carolina. This is fituated 
between Dan and Yadkin rivers, about 
10 miles fouth of Pilot mountain, in 
the county of Surry. It is called 
Wachovia, after an eftate of Count 
Zinzendorf in Auftria. They have 
fix fettlements on this tract. ‘The firft 
commenced 1753, called Bethabara ; 
the fecond, Bethany 1759; the third 


i 
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the congregations, tho’ fmall, has 
a particelar minifter. 
With refpect to doctrine, they 
fay, “We agree with the doc- 
© trinal articles of the Lutheran 
church, as they are laid down 
in the Augfburg confefhion, which 
the brethren have adopted every 
where, being perfuaded that they 
are conformable to the holy fcrip- 
ures. The xxxix articles of 
the Englifh Epifcopal church 
harmonize with it. We differ 
with all doétrine that is againit 
the holy {cripture, in regard to 
the fall of man, of redemption 
by Jefus Chrift, of the operation 
of the Holy Spirit, and fuch as 
tends to deny the Godhead of 
Jefus Chrift. We differ with 
them who preach reprobation, 
or predeftination for damnation. 
We preach Chrift as the atone- 
ment, propitiation for our fins, 
and the fins of the whole world, 
and that Chrift is willing and 
able to fave all; but we alfo in- 
fit on the words, Whofoever 
does not believe fhall be damned. 
‘ The Brethren never taught 
* perfection on this fide of the 
‘ grave. ‘The dodtrine of Jefus 
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Salem 1766. ‘Thefe are the principal! 
feittlements, on this tract. Salem is 
about the center of it, and is the chief 
fettlement. In 1769, the brethren 
purchafed 1000 acres for a fettlement 
in Weft-Jerfey. This is called Hope, 
and the fettlement began immediately 
after the purchafe. In Lancafter coun- 
ty they purchafed £00 acres the pre- 
ceding year. ‘his is called Litiz ; its 
fituation is in the townfhip of War- 
wick 8 miles from Lancafter, and 
about 70 weft of Philadelphia. ‘Thefe 
are the fettlements of the brethren in 
the United States—Their whole num- 
ber at this time may amount to five or 
fix thoufands. A great proportion of 
them are mechanics. ‘hey arean induf- 
trious, peaceable, inoffenfive people ; 

and by their arts are bencdcial to their 
aciehbours, 





' the bread ftandin 
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‘ and his apoftles, as plainly ex- 


preffed, in the holy fcriptures is 
‘ the only ground of the faith of 
the brethren, the only rule of 
their faith and their life.” 
Baptifm is adminiftered to chil- 
dren, in a public meeting, as foon 
as pofhible after their birth. After 
afhort difcourfe, the child to be 
baptized is prefented before the 
communion table, and the minif- 
ter makes a prayer in its behalf. 
The water, in baptifm, is poured 
on its naked breaft. There are 
commonly three, and in fome pla- 
ces five perfons, who are witneffes 
of the baptifm, and who with the 
minifter, after the adminiftration 
of it, lay their hands upon the 
child and blefs it. 

The holy communion is cele- 
brated in all the churches of the 
brethren once every month. ‘lhofe 
who adminifer it are clothed 
white raiment. After the confe- 
cration, the communicants receive 
g3 a piece is bro- 
ken in two, and piven to two breth- 
ren, and fo fuccefively until all 
havein like manner received their 
portion. None eats of the bread 
until all have received it, that they 
all may eat together at the fame in- 
ftant. When the diftribution is 
finithed, the communicants ini{tant- 
ly premuate themfelvesandeat upon 
their knees, the minifter repeating 
the werds of the inftitution, Take, 
eat, this is my body, &c. During 
the wholc tranfaction, fuitable ver- 
fes of pfal: ns or hymns are fung. 
Much in the fame manner the cup 
is received, and al] the communi- 

cants drink of it. The whole is 
concluded with the kifs of peace, 
orcharity. Butasthe males and 
females are kept entirely in a 
places, there are no prom:fcuous 
falutations between brethren ae 
fifters. The holy fupper is ad 
miniftered on Sita: sday evening ; 
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andon the fucceeding fabbath there 
is, what the Brethren call a poft 
communion, when thofe who had 
not an opportunity, on the prece- 
ding evening, are allowed to par- 
ticipate. 

The Brethren have a preparato- 
ry meeting before the adminiftra- 
tion of the Lord’s ‘upper, as is 
ufual in moft of the New-England 
churches. They alfo keep dgape, 
or the love feaft, before the com- 
munion. In this the congregation 
is entertained with the finging of 
Spiritual fongs; and each perfon 
receives a {mall loafor cake and a 
cup of tea or coffee. 

They have alfo the ceremony of 
the Pedelavium, or feet wathing, 
in conformtyi, as they imagine, to 
the command of Chrift, John xiii. 
14. Ye alfo ought to wafb one 
anothers feet. This is now but 
rarely practifed, except on paffion 
week. It is performed by each 
fex among themfelves, in different 
apartments or at different times. 
During the ceremony, hymns are 
fung, reprefenting cleanfing by the 
blood of Jefus. 

They ufe the Lot, in doubtful 
cafes, as a religious rite, but if 
any are diffatisfied, and unwilling 
to fubmit to it, they do not oblige 
them. 

There is another ufage, which 
feemspeculiarto themfelves. They 


church, at the rifing of the fun, 
when the minifter addreffes the 
congregation in thefe words, The 
Lord is rifen. To which all the 
brethren reply, The Lord is rifen 
indeed. Then the brethren go in 
proceffion to the grave yard, with 
inftruments of mufic, and the fif- 
ters follow them, and all place 
themfelves about the graves. The 
miniiter then reads what is called 
the coafeifion or Eafter liturgy, in 
which the hope of a joyful refur- 


« 
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rection, and an eternal fellowfhip 
with all thofe who have died in 
the Lord, is called to mind. 
With refpect to their general 
mode of worfhip it -is Lutheran, 
and differs not effentially from that 
of the Epifcopalians. It is not 
however abfolutely fixed, and en- 
tirely the fame in every place. 
They fay, ‘* In the mode of wor- 
‘ fhip is no fixed rule. And itis 
‘ to be obferved in general, touch- 
ing the rights and ufages in the 
congregations of the «rethren, 
that they do not remain, in all 
places and at all times the fame, 
without any alteration. The 
brethren have referved to them- 
felves the liberty to alter and to 
amend, which the ancient breth- 
ren in Bohemia and Moravia 
made ufe of when they regula- 
ted their church difcipline, agree- 
‘ able to the canon. The dif- 
‘ ference in ceremonies does not 
‘ break the unity of the church.” 
Each congregation, in towns 
and villages, fettled by the United 
Brethren, is governed by a confer- 
ence of elders, who havea watch 
over the whole congregation, with 
refpe& to the doftrine, walk and 


‘ 
‘ 


‘ 


| converfation of its members. They 


appoint the times and order of 
their mectings for divine worfhip. 


' Thefe they fay, ‘* Are intended 
| © for the daily and neceffary nour- 
affemble on Eafter Sunday, in the | 





* ifhment of the inward man, by 
€ the gofpel, and the clofer appli- 
‘ cation thereof to the heart 7?— 
They have meetings for worthip 
every day. Thefe are partly doc- 
trinal meetings into which all, not 
only their own denomination, but 
even ftrangers, are admitted ; part- 
ly fpecial meetings of the com- 
municants, or of the choirs, of 
the married people, the fingle 
brethren, the widows, fingle fif- 
ters, and of children. The fab- 
bath is wholly devoted to fpiritual 
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edification. On this folemn day, 
the public worfhip commences with 
the church litany, which the minif- 
ter prays over, and is accompanied 
with the whole congregation by 
refponfes. For example, when 
the minifter prays, Lord God, cur 
father which art in heaven, the 
whole congregation adds, Hallowed 
be thy name, according to the mode 
of the Epifcopalian churches. In 
Bethlehem, their principal fettle- 
ment, to the litany, or morning 
prayer, fucceeds the children’s 
meeting, to which alfo adults may 
have admiffion. After finging, a 
fhort difcourfe is delivered on the 
doétrinal text for the day. Then 
follows public preaching to the 
whole congregation. If the dif- 
ourfe to the children has been in 
Fnolith, then the more public 
preaching is in German, and fo 
vice verfa. After the preaching a 
hymn is fung and a fhort prayer 
made, and the public worfhip is clo- 
fed by a fpeech on the gofpel of the 
day and the church blefling. Thefe 
are the exercifes of the forenoon. 
In the afternoon is leéture, or lit- 
urgy meeting, in which an hymn 
is fung to the Father, Son and Ho- 
ly Ghoft. In the evening is anoth- 
er meeting, which is termed the 
congregation meeting. In this the 


daily texts are more largely and | 


particularly treated of, and the 
great grace which God manifefts to 
a congregation of Jefus Chrift, and 
to all itsmembers is reprefented, 
and how they fhould walk before 
him according to their heavenly 
calling, until his appearing. ‘Their 
finging is melodious and animating. 
Their hymns are fung alternately, 
by the brethren and filters. Some 
lines are fung by one and fome by 
the other, others are fung by them 
conjointly. Sometimes a line or 
feveral lines are fung by the minif- 
ter only, or by achoir of fingers. 





By this means their muficis diver- 
fified, engages the attention, and 
is rendered more agreeable. 

With refpe@ to difcipline, they 
reprefent, that from the beginning 
of their union, to the prefent time, 
it has been their fole aim and earn- 
eft endeavor to reflore the true 
original Chriftianity, in dogtrinc 
and prattice ; and that all evil 
might be prevented in the congre- 
gation, and that every thing which 
might give rife to fin, fhould, as 
far as poflible be removed from the 
church. 

With this view, uncommon at- 
tention is paid to the inftruétion 
and good government of their 
children and young people. Pa- 
rents are not only abundantly en- 
joined and exhorted to bring up 
their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, but where 
it is neceflary they are particu- 
larly inftruéted how to do it, 
and are afliltedin it. Schools are 
appointed for boys and girls ref- 
pectively under the infpection of 
the minifter and elders of the 
congregation, in which they are 
inftru&ted, in the rudiments of hu- 
man knowledge, by teachers of 
their own fex. Befides the in- 
ftruction of the f{chools, that the 
children and youth may, in their 
tender years obtain juft impreflions 
of the corruption of human na- 
ture, and of the recavery by Je- 
fus Chrift, they are inftruéted by 
the minifter of the congregation, 
in the rudiments of Chriftianity, 
and examined with refpect to the 
knowledge which they have ob- 
tained. sefides thefe ufual {chools 
there are particular Economies, 
as they are called, for the educa- 
tion of the children of fuch pa- 
rents, as by means of their occupa- 
tions and peculiar circumftances, 
cannot fufficiently inftruét their 
children and fervants; in which 
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every thing neceffary for their out- 
ward fupport is not only provided, 
but they are nurtured with the 
greateft care by brethren and filt- 
ers particularly appointed to that 
fervice. The fame pious and gea- 
€rous care is alfo taken of or- 
phans. ‘here is alfo a pedagogi- 
um, asthcy term it, in which eh 
and young men are inftrudted i 
the languages and other afeful 
parts of fcience- 

The young people are not only 
thus inftructed and watched over 
from their childhood until man- 
hood, but their marriages are all 
regulated by the minifler and con- 
gregation, their confent as well as 
that of parents is always neceffary. 
None may marry uatil the breth- 
ren have fully examined the difpo- 
fitions of the perfons, their cir- 
cumftances and relations, and 
have determined that it may be for 
their comfort and benefit, and the 
welfare of the congregation. All 
marriages arc publicly celebrated, 
and the young pair are recommend- 
ed to the divine care and benedic- 
tion by the united prayers of the 
whole congregation. 

Further, fo much ftrefs is laid 
upon the difcipline and regular 
walk of ail the members of the 
congregation, and upon knowing 
the real {tate and condué of every 
individual, that befide the watch 
and care of the minifter, particu- 
Jar perfons are chofen from among 
both fexes, to vifit and watch over 
the people, to obferve their mor- 
als, atte ol the fick and infirm, to 
prevent and heal divifions, to pro- 
mote haimony, piety and good 
morals. ‘hefe, at ftated tinies, 
mect the minifter or miffionaries, 
generally as often as once a month, 
and report to them the ftate of 
the congregation. * An offe ~~ e 
* walk, feducing to the works 
© the @lefh, or to what is called * 
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‘the name of freethinking, yea, 
‘every thing which can prove a 
‘hurt to fouls, or a lofs of the 
‘glory in Chrift, are tranfgref- 
‘fions which fall under church 
‘difcipline.” If perfons who 
have given offence, can by ferious 
remonftrance and exhortation, be 
brought to a proper fenfe of their 
faults, and repentance ; the eld- 
ers endeavor toiflue the matter as 
privately, and with as little public 
notice as may be. They are how- 
ever kept from the communion un- 
til there appears a real amendment. 
If more private meafures have not 
the dcfired effeél, the offenders 
are then called before the board of 
overfeers to receive admonition, 
and if this fails to humble and 
bring them to repentance, they 
are excluded the congregatioa and 
fhut out from all the privileges 
they had enjoyed in that commu- 
nity. “lhofe who trefpafs agair ft 
the civil laws, by want mutes fraud 
of individuals or the public, in- 
temperance, theft, { breach of peace 
and other vicious practices, are 
left, as to civil matters, to be 
punifhed according to law, but 
they are no more treated as mem- 
bers of the congregation. At the 
fame time great patience is exer- 
cifedtowards poor and weak minds, 
who err and offend rather from 
weaknefs aud ignorance, than 
wickednefs. 


[ To be continued. } 
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to you the following fummary of 
a converfation, between a certain 
Clergyman, and ene of his Parifh- 
ioners. Tain yours, &c. 
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IR, I really fear 
that yon difo- 


P. wifaioner. 
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bliged fome of your parifhioners, 
in your fermons yelterday. 

Clergyman. That would bepain- | 
ful to my feelings, if it could have 
been avoided, confiltent with my 
obligations, both to him who fent 
me, andto thofe to whom I amfent. 

P. % fuppofed fo, and for that 
reafon called to difcourfe with you 
on the fubject. 

C. Sir, I thank you. You re- 
fer, I conclude, to the doétrines of | 
God’s decrees, and his agency in | 
their accomplithment. I am fen- 
fible, that fome very much oppofe | 
thefe fentiments, and may poffi- 
bly be offended at hearing them 
preached. 

P. No fir, [have no doubt on 
thefe fubje@s: I view them as be- 
ing the only ground of fecurity 
and confolation to the people of 
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the denial of a God, they deny 


| his real Divinity, and leave hini 


| dark cloud ? 


little more than the empty title. I 
think alfo, that the fcriptures you 
' quoted, and the obfervations you 
made on thofe who faid, ‘I'he 
Lord will not do good, neither 
will he do evil.—How doth God 
know ? Can he judge through the 


i &c. are a full evi- 


| dence of the truth of all you faid 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


| refleétions 
God, and abundantly fupported by | 


the numerous paflages of icripture, 


which you a adduced, and by many 
others. They are fentiments ex- 
prefled by the Prophets, and 
preached by Chrift and his Apof- 
ties, and may not be fupprefled.— 
But after you had proved and elu- 
cidated thefe great and precious 


on this fubject : But you are fenfi- 
ble, that there are fome men of in- 
fluence among your hearers, who 
avow thofe principles ; and they 
will be very uneafy, at having their 
opinions publicly reprefented, not 
only as ecironeous, but fo very 
criminaland odious. ‘They doubt- 
lefs will reprefent you as highly 
| uncathclic, and illiberal in your 
on their fentiments : 
They are not likely to be convin- 
ced ; for they are at perfect enmi- 
ty again{t your doétrines, and all 


| their feelings arc interefted in their 
| prefent opinions.—It is a queltion 


truths, you adverted to the finful | 
nature and pernicious tendency of | 


the oppofite opinions, 
lengthy, and 1 think fevere in 
your remarks. Indeed you fet 
thofe principles i ina criminal and 
odious point of light. 

C. 1 did.—I think however, 
that the reprefentation was {crip- 
tural. My office is but minifterial. 


and was | 


"The {criptures contain my inftruc- | 


tions, and I mutt conform to them, 
or be unfaithful to my Employer. 


opinions which you oppofed are 

falfe, and their tendency as perni- 

cious, as you reprefented.  In- 

deed I view them ina light worfe 

than you afferted ; they appear to 

me atheiltical, and go almoift to 
Vou. I. No. 2. 


in i mind, whether it be not im- 
pred ent, to infift on the evi!nature, 
and pernicious effets, of fuch fen- 
timents, at leat for the pretent, 
while they are fo fixed and cnga- 
ved in them: 'T hey cannot bear it 
now, and you fhould be wile as a 
ferpent, and provide milk, where 
{trong - eat cannot be borne. 

C. Lam fenfible, that fome- 
thing is left to the difcretion of 
Minifters, how they time and in- 
troduce the inftru@tions of the gof- 
pel, and how they fhall prove and 


illuftrate their furbje ets ; and I 


know, that to be wile and prudent 





| in thefe things, the {tate 
| 
P. Uhave no doubt, that the | 


and cir- 
'cumftances of a people mutt be 
' takeninto view, and thatthey fhould 
| be intreduced in the moft advanta- 
geous and iooffenfive manner ; 
and am glad to confult with VOUs 
and learn your Opinion, and your 
reafons to Support it 
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P. Itappears to me, that at fter 
you had proved and illuftrated the 
dotrines of decrees, and divine 
agency, as you did in the fore- 
noon, it might have been more ac- 
ceptable, had you clofed the fub- 
ject, with fome natural and proper 
inferences, without thofe remarks 
on the wickednefs of the contrary 
fentiments, which made a large 
portion of your difcourfe in the af- 
ternoon. 

C. Butif the do&trines advan- 
ced in the morning were true, and 
for the glory of God, as you have 
granted, the fentiments oppofed in 
the afternoon mutt neceffurily be 
falfe and difhonorable to him. 

P. True—and people of re- 

flection mult have feen it —But 
your oppofers will admit, that you, 
and every man, has a right to ad- 
vance his own opinion, and fup- 
ot itin the beft manner he ts 
able, and though it may difpleafe 
and vex them, to hear fuch ae 
delivered, and the evidence of 
them clearly fated, yet «ccording 
to their own conceftions, they mutt 
endure it. But I cannot think, 
they will bear to haye their avow- 
ed fentiments, direély attacked, 
and expofedas they were yefter- 
day. Indeed I perceive, they 
have already made pointed re- 
marks, on the uncatholic and illib- 
eral fpirit of your afternoon dif- 
courfe—haye faid it was perfonal, 
and defigned to expofe al'2 injure 
them ; and I fear, they will gather 
a party, by i sine. ore elves 
as inju 1red and playing in that way, 
upon the feelings of the ieake 
BeGdes. there are many, who 
would be ready to fall inwith their 
ons, if they could fee any 
coiar of evidence to fupport them, 
orif the 


y fhould become prs} vudi- 
ed againit you, who preach the 
Op} pofite e truths —It is my O} pinion, 


that you would proceed more qui- 
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etly, and perhaps do more good 
in the end, if yow would confine 
yourfelf to the evidence of the 
doétrines you teach, and fay little 
or nothing, of the falfehood and 
the pernicious nature of the oppe- 
fite errors, unlefs in matters, in 
which we are all of one opinion. 

C. In this way, I fear, I fhould 
be unable to fay much, againft the 
prevailing errors of our age, or 
inthe beft, and moft convincing 
manner to illuftrate any of the pe- 
culiar, and moft effential truths of 
the gofpel. It greatly difcovers 
the importance, and confirms the 
truth of any dodirine, to place its 
excellency in contraft, with the 
mifchievous nature, and tendency 
of the contrary opinion ; and cer- 
tainly, religious truth is of fuch 
infinite importance, that it ought 
to be prefented, in its moft con- 
vincing and powerful light. 

P. Thatis true. But if peo- 
ple will not at prefent endure it, I 
think it would now be prudent, on- 
ly to ftate your direa evidence in 
favor of truth, aad leave your 
hearers to draw the confequences 
for themfelves.—You had better 
do this, than lofe a confiderable 
part of your congregation, and 
perhaps be difmiffed. You may 
at the fame time point out the im- 
portance of the truth, and urge the 
abfolute neceflity of believing i it, if 
the effential things of the gofpel, 
in oppofition to falfehood 3; and 
that men cannot oiherwife be fa- 
ved. 

C. 'This could be done but very 
indifferently, without illuftrating 
the importance of doétrinal truth, 
by comparing its excellency and ef- 
fe&ts, with the wickednefs and ecf- 
fe&s of panes Befides, if as 
youfay, the belicf of the peculiar 
dodtrines of ihe gofpel is neceflary 
to falvation, and falfe opinionscon- 
cerning thefe things fatal, then this 
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isan idea, which you juftly ac- 
knowledge muk be preached ; but if 
I fhould not thew the evil tenden- 
cy of particular falfe opinions, but 
fimply inculcate the truth by direé& 
evidence, and among others, this 
truth which you have now men- 
tioned, do you think my oppofers 
would be lefs troublefome, or be 
lefs difpofed to reprefent me as un- 
catholic and illiberal ? 

P. I do not know indeed.— 
However, I am clear that this 
muft be held up as a truth, and a 
truth that applies efpecially to peo- 
ple, who enjoy our privileges and 
inftrugtions. It would be abfurd 
to fay, that faith is necefflary to 
falvation, and yet leave it as tho’ 
aoy faith, {criptural or unfcriptural 
—faith in truth, or faith in falfe- 
hood, would anfwer the great pur- 
pofe. You may however treat the 
matter in fuch a general way, as 
would not fo dire&ly expofe and 
offend your oppofers. 

C. Would the method, you have 
fuggelted, anfwer the purpofe, un- 
lefs I fhould deal in fuch words as 
would not be generally underftood, 
which I know would not meet your 
approbation ? Befides, fhould they 
find, that their clamour or influ- 
ence had prevailed on me, to give 
up One important point, would they 
not be encouraged to increafe their 
exertions, inthe expectation, that 
I fhould foon be driven to give 
over urging the neceflity of believ- 
ing the fundamental doétrines of 
the gofpel, or explaining them, 
and pointing them out particularly 
to the people, if not to abandon 
them altogether ? 

P. 1 cannot fay what they 
might do. But this would cer- 
tainly be contrary to that liberty 
and catholicifm, which they plead 

:Q,’, and we might atcack them with 
their own conceilions. 


(. Perhaps not.—I quelftion 





whether they have ever conceded, 
that any one has a right to aflert, 
and undertake to vindicate, that 
any truths of the gofpel, whichthey 
oppofe, are effential to falvation ; 
or is authorifed to name any doc- 
trine, or fyftem of doétrines what- 
ever, which are abfolutely neceffa- 
ry, even under our opportunities 
for inftruction. I believe they gen- 
erally plead, that all may deliver 
and advocatetheir fentimients with- 
out oppofition or offence, that the 
may prepare the way, tociaim the 
privilege, of introducing their un- 
{criptural and pernicious opinions, 
without contradiétion, or being 
thought the werfe for propagating 
them, that in the end, they may 
fubvert the precious and impor- 
tant truths, which, tho’ painful to 
them, are the diftinguifhing and 
comforting doctrines of the gofpel. 
P. This is indeed poflibie.—I 
know they } ve a bitter enmity a- 
gainft the do ices, which I fully 
believe, were uclivered to us by 
Chrift and his difciples. And I 
know alfo, that they have been far 
more fevere, in ridicule and far- 
cafm, againft your fentiments, than 
ever you have been, in your feri- 
ous obfervations, on their errors 3 
and that they have been quite per- 
fonal in their remarks againft you, 
which I have never noticed tn you 
againft them, or any body of men: 
You only point out the evil of 
falfehcod and error, whereever it 
may be found. Indeed from their 
pleasin favor of extenfive catho- 
licifm L have expected more can- 
dour in them than I have generally 


| found. 


C. Are you confident, that all 
of them believe, that there is any 
thing criminal in holding errone- 
ous opinions? Do they ail expect, 
that men will be called to an ace 
count, or punifhed for them in the 
world to come ? 
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P. They generally fay, that the 
eg is important, and hence urge, 

hat all men fhould be left to feck 
it out for themfelves, without any 
one to teach them, and inculcate 
upon thera one fertiment, in pre- 
ference to another, left they fhould 
be biaffed, and led into error. 
(Though for myfelf, f cannot fce 
why people, and efpecially parents 
fhould not attend as much to the 


religion, as to the reputation of 


their children.) But I know, it 
isa maxim with fome of them, 
that no one will be condemned for 
his opinions at the laft day, provi- 
ded he be fincere in them. 

C.1s not fincerity in this matter, 
a very vague and unmeaning word? 
Are not Chriltians, Deifts, Pagans 
and Mahometans, fincere in their 
cpinions, do they not fincerely be- 
hheve what they do believe ? ‘And 
can it be fuppofed, that it will nev- 
er be brought up againft men, that 
they have difvelieved God, rejec 
tcd truth, and embraced error, 
againft the clear evidence of the 
holy fcriptures, provided only that 


they really difbelieved God, really | 


rejected truth, and really embraced 
error, notwithftanding a clear cvi- 
cence of divine reftimony ? 
P.'Vhe fcriptures are plain and 
exprefs on this fubje&. God cid 
condemn the worfhippers of Mo- 
loch, though they gave the great- 
e{t pofble proof of their real be- 
lief, in their abominable religion, 
by facrificing their own babes. — 
He has threatened, that he that 
believeth net on the Lord Jefus 
Chrilt, thall be damned.—He has 
declared, that there are damnable 
herefies, and doctrines of devils— 
and that he fometimes gives up 
men, to flrong delufions, to be- 
lieve a lie, that they may be dam- 
ned, which he does by way of 
wrath, becaufe they have pleafure 
in unrightcoufnefs—And to this 
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import he fays, how can they be- 
lieve on him of whom they have 
not heard ?—Faith comes by hear- 
ing. And he has borne teftimeny 
acaintt falfe fentiments, as much 
as again{t evil practices, by com- 

manding, that heretics fheuld be 
caft out of the church.—indeed 
a compliance with, and belief in 
the religion of the { a nia- 
tions, was death to a jew, by the 
law of God, given to Mofes. I 
am therefore perfuaded, that falfe 
fentiments refpccting religion are 
highly criminal in the fight of God. 

C. From what fource do errors 
concerning the leading dodirines 
of the gofpel arife among us? 

P. I cannot account for them, 
in any way, but from depravity of 
heart. I fee not, why rejecting 
the teftimony of God muft not 
arife from the fame fpirit, as rejec- 
ting the law of God. The {crip- 
tures teach us, that they that a 
evil, hate the light, and will not 
come to the light.—TI think God 


| provided fufficiently for the inftruc- 
_ tion of this world, at an early age, 


fo that religious truth never would 


| have been loft, or falfehood taken 


| 


place, if men had not loved dark- 


nefs rather than light, 
now, 


and cvyen 
I conceive, tha it if men were 
well difpofed, andready to embrace 
truth, a very little time would fuf- 
fice, to have al! the earth filled 
with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord. I have thought, that 
itis an awful defamation of God, 
to accufe him with being the au- 
thor of inftru&ions fo ambiguous, 
that men of honeft minds are lia- 


| ble tomake grofs miftakes, conceri- 


ing the doctrines he 
Ricate ; or to fay, 


would commu- 
that he has lef: 


the fcriptures fo ill fupported with 


evidence, that honeft men are Jia- 
ble, after candid enquiries, to be 
indoubt of their authenticity.—An 
cyil heart muft be the fource of all 
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crofs errors in religion, and they 
are as-criminal and dangerous, as 
wicked condu&: thef2 reciprocal- 
ly increafe and ftrengthen each 
other. 

C. But you would nothave me 
ceafe preaching againft evil pradii- 
ces, becaufeforne of my _ hearers 
live in them. You would have me 
expofe the evil and danger of them, 
and warn people againft them, 





preaching the 


jam fully 


though fome are very unwilling to | 


endure fuch preaching ; and sre 
ready tofay, I am _ pointed and 
perfonal againft them. Why then 
fhould I not preach in the mee 
manner again herefies, fince the 

are equally finful, and contrary to 
the word of God: ‘Th 


P. Doubtlefs it would be prep- 
per, if people would endure it 

C. People are equally attached 
to both, and from nearly the fame 
caufe—to one, for the gratification 
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itys depravity of manners, perfe- 
cutions, aflaflinations, and defpo- 
tifm in France, are more owing 
tothe prevalency of this {pecious 
liberality of opinion, thanto any 
other caufe, and perhaps than to al 
oihers put together. 

P. You are saan pd right.—T 
convinced.—And fhall 
henceforth juftify you, in hearing 
teftimony againft heretical opin- 
ions, and efpecially againft this 
unbounded catholicifm, which 1s 
the rage of the day.—I am perfua- 
ded, that both our civil sovern- 
ment, and religion, are in much 


greater danger from this falfe char 
acter, than from any other quarter. 


e one, as : 

' 
contrary to the teftimony ; as the | 
Worher, to the law he has given us. 


I befeech you, if poflible, effec- 
tually to convince your hearers of 


| this, and make it a leading objieét 


of theiravariceandcarnalafcStions; | 
and to the other, that they may rid | 


themfelves from reftraints on thefe 
lufts:and gratify their pride and af- 
fumed independerce on God. In 


import avec of it ° Lo Ta 


reality they are no lefs oppofed to | 


the one, than tothe other. Vhe 
truth is, they with to fet all opin- 
ions on a level, which in its confe- 
quence mutt effectually deftroy te 
credibility and influence of all,and 


tree men from all the reftraints of | 


pare and fo open the flood- 
esto every {fpecies of irreligion 
an ad 3 iniqui ty. 

P. It mult be a mot impicus 
aad blafphemous  Catholicifm, 
which aims, under t*e mafk of lib- 
erality to banifh every thing defir- 
able from the world. 

C. Its effe&ts are now awfully 
vilible ia the wretched fituation, of 


faba 


the mait refined nations of Ex 1rope. 
4 


rr 
{ 


+ 2¢reis no doubt, that the infidel- | 


and hope I ma 
| afliit, and promote the 


ality, ne cefity, and excellency oO! 


in your public inftructions. 

C. LT thank you for your vifit, 
and hope you will confider, that 
you, and I, and all good people, 
have but one intereft; and that it 
is the duty of all, to unite our ex- 
ertions, in ou feveral {tations, 1n 
favor of revigious truth, and the 


a 
! ‘ ¢ + C os , 
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truc and ex; perimental religion. 
P. 1 feel the ir aportance of it, 
> aaae weaken, but 
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common caufe. 





Pant’s Expertences 
HE {cripturesteach the necef- 
fity of experimental religion. 
rie . *. ce ye * , 4 
Phe prefent revival of religion, in 


| m2 ny ey is a work of God, 
one whieh till lately, Was among | 


! 


Tt is “the 


by which he confirms this do@rine. 
rated is many examples 


1 , : ” is 
on holy record ; they are ail uie- 
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ful and infiructive. Among oth- 
ers, the experience of the apoltle 
Paul is worthy of attention. He 
gives afeemmary account of it, in 
the feventh ch ipter of his epiltle to 
the Romans. He tells us in 
the ninth verfe, that he was alive 
without the law once; but whea 
the law came, fin revived, and he | 
died. By this it appears 

1. That Paul was once without 
the law; which was before his | 
converfion. But this declaration 
sult be taken in a qualified fenfe. 
He was well verfed in the law, 
as taught by the Jewihh Rabbies. 
He had made it his principal ftudy, | 
under the inftruétion of Gamaliel, 
a famous doétor ; and he was ex- 
ccedingly zealous of it, and profi- 
ted above many. But he was | 
without it, in that he had no fenfe 
of its purity, and fpirituality. He 
segarded it as a mere ritual, claiim- | 
ing only external conformity. He | 
had never known its demands on 
the heart, and its univerfal extent 
over the wholemaa. His views of 
the law were very much like thofe | 
of molt impenitent finners, in the 
cays af their tho’tlefs fecurity. | 

hey ufuaily have no fenfe of the 
holinefs and extent of the fervic 
required. 

z. While Paul was without the 
law, he was alive. He viewed 
himfelf alive. He knew not that 
he was ina ftate of fin, which ts 
{piritual death. His confcience 
was void of offence. He was 
ready to fay, Ali thefe commands 
have I kept from my youth up ; 
what lack I yet ?—And he had 
no fenfe of his condemnation, 
which alfo is jaltly called death. 
fe verily tho’t, that he lived like 
a fon of Abraham ; and that he 
did God fervice, even when he | 
perfecuted its church. And that 
he fhould 
ed before God.—Ja this he refem- 
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urquettionably be joltih 
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bled moft of the Pharifees; and 
many felf-righteous finners of the 
prefent age 
their ‘aialeailiue morality, and reg- 
ular attendance on the forms of 
duty ; and cherifh the fallacious 
hope, that God will notice them 
with his favor, at the laft day. 


They depend on 


3. While Paul was thus alive 


without the law, the command. 
ment came. 
was on his memorable journey to 
Damafcus, in full oppotition to 
Chrift and his caufe. 
_refted him. 
into his view 
ment came with power. 


This was, when he 


Chrift ar- 
Truth was now bro’t 
The command- 
He faw 
it in its fpirituality. It no longer 
appeared a carnal ritual, but a law 


to the whole foul, requiring holi- | 
nefs of heart and lite, and con-™ 


demning every tranfzreflion of the 
rules of perfect purity. O how 
different, at this time, were his 
ideas of God and duty, from what 
till now they had always been !— 
Tlow new ai fulemn are thefe 


Pig to finners, whea for the firft 


time, the commandment comes ! 

4. When the commandment 
came, fin revived. His former 
ideas of his own goodnels and 
righteoufnefs now forfook him. 
His confcience, which was for- 
merly void of offeace, was filled 


with anguifh, by fudden, and 


dreadful difcoverics of his heart 
and life. He found that all was 
wrong—that he was totally depra- 
ved, in his affections and conduét. 
—Such are the ufual difcoveries 
made to finners, when God takes 
them in hand, in the day of their 
convictions, and fets their fins ia 
order before their eyes. 

5. When the commandment 
came, hedied. All his hopes of 
jafification, onthe plan which he 
had fo long and fo zealoufly pur- 
fued, were at an end. Ife faw 
himfelf certainly and righteoufly 
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condemned. He knew little or 
nothing of the way of juftification 
thro’ Chrift. And had he known 
it, his proud heart would have rif- 
en againtt i it, until he was humbled 
by a fuperior power. He trem- 
bled. He was aftonifhed. He 
fell dqwn. He cried out through 
his diftrefs, § Lord what wilt thou 
have me todo.’ His anguifh was 
fuch, that he could neither eat nor 
drink, for three days and three 
nights. Hell was open before 
him, and deftruction had no cov- 
ering. He found trouble and for- 
row.—Thus when finners 

the import of the divine law, and 
fee the ftate of the controverfy be- 
tween God and themfelves, their 
delufions vanifh, they find them- 
felves condemned, no lefs by their 
own confciences, than by the law 
of God ; and they fee themfelves 
dependent on the fovereign gocd 
pleafure of God, to whom it be- 
longs, either to fubdue and fan&i- | 
fy their hearts, or execute upon 
them his wrath, as fhall feem good 
in his fight. 

6. After this, we find that 
Paul was made alive by Jefus 
Chrift. This took place when he 
eaft himfelf upon free grace. 
Chrift, by his fj {pirit, imparted to 
him fpiritua! life, and by the ap- 
plication of his redemption, fecu- 
red his eternal life. ‘The chanpe 
was inftantaneous : he at once de- 
liohted in the law of God, after 
the inner man. He entered im- 
mediately on duty in the fervice of 
Chrift, and brought ferth the fruits 
of holinefs, to hi 4 dying day. Yet 
he was not perfec in holinefs ; 

ut found occafion to bewail the 
law in his members, which war- 
red apain{t the law of his mind. 
‘To this hawcver he did not yield ; 
but forgetting the thines which 
were behind, he preffed toward 
the mark, for wic pitze - of the 
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high calling, which is in Chrift 
Jefus ; rejoicing in the hope that 
at the end, God would deliverhim 
from this body of fin and death.— 
Thus it often pleafes God ~) re- 
new finners, when he has fufhid 
ciently difcovered to them their 
fin and mifery. They immedi- 
ately enter on the Chriftian life, 
and fix their hopes of pardon and 
fanGification, on the redemptioa 
of Chrift, and the work of his ho- 
ly Spirit. They contend againft 
their remaining corruptions, are 
gradually fanétified, and become 
fruitful in holinefs, and in the end 
become meet for the inheritance 
in glory 

By fach wife meafures, God 
prepares his people to receive and 
rej; ce in Chrift; and thus he 
trains them up, for "everlafting blef- 


| fednefs in his prefence. G. 





An Account of a work of Divine 
grace in a Revival of Religion, 
in a number of Congregaiions ia 
New-England, in the years 1798 
and 1799, ina feries of Letters 
to the Lditers. 


(Continued from p. 30.] 


LETTER _ 
From the Rev. Guss H. Cores, 


of New-Cambridge in the town 
of Brifiol. 


GENTLEMEN, 


“ HE worksofthe Lord are 
great, fought out of all 


that have pleafure therein.” This 
is true of God’s works in general ; 
but more efp vecially of the ofe divine 
operations ’ ‘which I immediately tes 
{pect the advancement of t Re- 
deemer’ s kingdom, and the falva- 
tion of fouls. Thefe operations are 
peculiarly interefting and delight. 
ful, as they tend moft t direally Lo 
duplay the divine perfe dio NS, al aI 


promote seucral happinels. As 
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there is joy in heaven over one fin- 
ner that repenteth, fo the knowl- 
edge of - hopeful conrerfion of 
finners mutt afford peculiar pleaf- 
ure «9 the godly and benevolent on 
earth. ‘lhefe therefore are im- 
eters reafons, why fpecial revi- 
vals of rcligi ion fhould be made pub- 


in New-Cambridge. 


| 





lic ¢ ; fince ‘the knowledge of them | 


has fuch a tendency to difplay the 
perfeStions of God, confirm and 
uiluftrate the truths of his word, 
and give joy toe friends of Zion. 
Tom the hiltory of divine prov- 
i@ence in pail ages, It appears, that 
the moft dark and gloomy fcafons 
inthe moral world often immedi- 
ately precede times of great hight 

ve God often ‘fuffers his 
church and caufeto fink to the low- 


i 
anu 10V. 


eft ebb, before he appears for their | 


tupport, that his grace and power 
may be the more evidently mani- 
felted in their relief. When his 
caufe appears to ‘se finking, his peo- 
ple almoft defpond, like the difci- 
ples at the crucifixion of the Sa- 
viour, and his enemies rejoice and 
triumph, flattering themfelves that 
they thall foon be wholly liberated 
from the irkfome reftraints, and 
oftentive doctrines of the bible ;— 

tiuch times, the Lord Jefus fre- 
ulaile appears ina very unexn cc 
ted 3 nanner for the 


\ t ot hr 
fuppor J iS 


church and caufe, by awaker ing 
and renewing Sauaics ; thus difap- 


— the e xpectations ct his 
nemies, and difpofing numbers to 
“i the fervice of fin and Satan, 
and cordially enouoe On his fide. 
This was in fome de -orce the cafe 
in this fociety, when the Lord, in 
his unfpeakable mercy was pleafed 
tocome down, by the fpecial ef- 
fufions, of his fpirit, to arreft the 
attention of carelefs finners, and 
to revive his work. For the 
mot part of the time fince my 
fettlement ia the woik of the min- 
iftry in this place, there had been 








[Avcusrt, 


fome individuals, under fcrious im- 
preflions ; and from fix to eleven 
had been annually added to the 
church. But for a year or two be- 
fore the revival began, the people 
appeared to be uncommonly inat- 
tentive to their eternal concerns. 
lor more than a year, but one had 
made a public profeflion of reli- 
gion, not more than one, appeared 
to be enquiring the way to Zion. 
The concerns of the prefent hfe 
appeared to engrofs the attention 
of molt. Many appeared to become 
more and more oppofed to the 
traths of the gofpel, and numbers 
were inclinirg to Deifm, Univer- 
falifm, and other loofe, i:religious 
fentiments. "There was an increa- 
fing neglect of public worfhip. The 
youth in general appeared regard- 
lefs of divine things, fond of vain 
company and anufements, and 
fome of them were greatly oppofed 
to divine truth, and in nfeéted with 
infidelity, and other dangerous er- 
rors. lt was even fuggefted by 
fome of the oppofers, that thofe 
who were coming on the ftape, and 
would foon take the lead in fociety, 
were too enlightened to believe 
fuch unreafonable doétrines, as 
were taught from the defk ; and 
that when the elderly people fhould 
be removed, the rifing generation 
weuld not bear fuch fentiments. 
To render the profpect {till more 
threatening, the fociety was iavol- 
ved in a violent contention about 
fchool diftricts ; which produced 
much i! will, perfonal animofity 
and altercation, and a number of 
difagreeable law-fuits. In fhort 
the profpest, with refpe&t to the 
caufe of religion, was exceeding- 
ly dark and threatening, and the 
friends of peace and religion were 
greatly difcouraged. 

This was the fituation of the fo- 
ciety, when the revival began in 
fcveral neighboring places in the 
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latter part of the vear 1798. The 
minifter of one of thofe focieties 
preached here, the laft fabbath in 
January, 1799, and gave fome ac- 
count of the work of God in thofe 
towns, which confiderably enga- 
ged the attention of the hearers, 
and appeared to affect the minds 
of fome individuals. 

A conference being appointed 
on this and the next fucceeding 
week, the people affembled in 
greater numbers, and heard with 
more apparent attention than was 
expected ; confidering what had 
been the general appearance for 
fome time paft. The friends of 
religion were therefore agreeably 
difappointed’to fee fo many prefent, 
on fuch an occafion. 

On the fecond fabbath in Feb. 
information was given, that a lec- 
ture would be preachedat the meet- 
ing-houfe on Wednefuay, and that 
feveral minifters were expedted. 
The people generally affembled, 
and three neighboring minilters 
were prefent. The exercifes were 
introduced with fome obfervations 
on the peculiar attention to religion 
which had begun in places around, 
and two fermons were delivered on 
the occafion. An unufual atten- 
tion and folemnity were foon very 
apparent in the congregation, and 
numbers appeated deeply affeed 
andin tears. A conference being 
appointed in the evening, a large 
{chool-houfe was thronged ; and 
divine influences appeared more 
powerful than in the afternoon. 
The affembly was folemn as the 
grave. All feemed deeply impref- 
fed with a fenfe of the importance 
of their eternal concerns, and to 
hear with the moft cager and anx- 
ious attention. "The exercifes con- 
tinued till g o’clock, and yet the 
hearers appeared as if unwilling to 
Icave the houfe. 

The next day, being ona vifit in 

Vor. I. No. 2. 
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one part of the fociety, I converfed 
with three young perfons who ap- 
peared to be feelingly convinced of 
their fin and danger ; who were 
the firft that had any converfation 
with me refpecting their eternal 
concerns. But within a week from 
this lecture, perhaps fifty appeared 
to be under a deep conviction of 
guilt and danger; and ten or 
twelve entertained a hope, that they 
were reconciled to God. Thus 
the divine fpirit, in its quickening 
influences, feemcd to defcend like 
a fhower in the different parts of 
the fociety. Almoft all appeared 
to be fo far affected, that the gen- 
eral inquiry and converfation were 
about the things of religion. At 
firft it was in fome, perhaps, an af- 
fection of the paffions, but as this 
fubfided, it was in many inftances 
fucceeded by a deep and rational 
conviction of their guilt, danger, 
and need of the Saviour, and the 
renewing influences of his fpirit. 
For f{evera] monthsthe workof con- 
vidtion continued to extend, tha 
with lefs rapidity than at firft, and 
there were frequent inftances of 
hopeful converfions ; till by fome 
difagreeable occurrences the work 
appeared to be greatly retarded in 
the month of June. At that time 
a feftarian controverfy about cer- 
tain fentiments, little connected 
with the effential truths of religion, 
unhappily arofe, and for a time 
engaged much of the attention and 
converfation. This produced dif- 
putes and ill feeling, and feemed 
greatly to divert from that anxious 
concern for the falvation of the 
foul, which had before prevailed. 
And altho ina few weeks this dif- 
pute in a great meafure fubfided, 
yet the revival never recovered its 
former life and power. And there 
has appeared to be very few new 
inftances of conviction or conver- 
fion fince that time. This thews 
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the pernicious tendency of fuch | 
controverlies to check religious 
awakenings, and quench and grieve 
away the fpirit of God. How 
cautious then fhould all be of in- 
troducing fuch difputes in times of 
peculiar attention to divine things, 
icft they be the means of retarding | 
the work of the Lord and pre- 
venting the falvation of fouls ? 
Thofe, who will do it, to promote 
a private party intereft, manifeft, 
that they are more influenced by 
felfith party feelings, than by a re- 
al per-weshigiee regard for the caufe 
of religion and the good of fouls. 

But: to proceed in narration, it 
may be obferved, that the moft, 
who have had a thorough convic- 
tion of their entire depravity, great 
guilt and danger ; entertain a hope 
that they have become reconciled 
to God. A few yet remain un- 








der {erious impreffions, who do not 
fuppofe they have embraced the Sa- | 
viour ; while fome, it is to be fear- | 
ed, who have been in fome meaf- | 
tire awakened to a fenfe of their | 
fin and danger, have worn off their | 
conviction. 

How affecting is it to confider, | 
that there is reafon to fear, that | 
all the folemn calls, warnings and 
ferious impreflions, with which | 
they have been favored, will by | 
being thus abufed, harden them in | 
fin, and dreadfully increafe their 
final condemnation ? 

Religious conferences or leétures 
have been attended almoft every | 
week fince the revival began, and | 
fome times feveral in a week in |! 
different parts of the fociety. For 
a number of months, people flock- 
ed to them in crowds, and It{tened 
with a moft eager attention, to 
what was delivered. Thefe mcet- 
ings, were attended with order and 
regularity, and appeared to be great- 
ly bicffed as means of promoting 

convictions and conyerlions. But 
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after a while thofe, who remained 
unawakened, or had worn off the 
flight impreflions, with which they 
had been at firft affected, generally 
neglected thereligiousmeetings, and 
grew more hardened and oppofed 
than ever. Their fituation ap- 
pears very dangerous and deplora- 
ble, and all, who have a benevolent 
regard for the fouls of their fel- 
low-creatures, mutt be difpofed to 
pity and pray for them, however 
lightly they may treat fuch things. 
For to them, thefe affecting words 
of the prophet are in fome degree 
applicable, “* The harveft is paift, 
the fummer is ended, and thcy are 
not faved.” ' 
Therehasappeared among thofe, 
ferioufly affected, a peculiar difpo- 
fition to hear, and get divine in- 
ftruétion, and an unwillingnefs 
to leave religious meetings after 
the public exercifes were conclu- 
ded, as long as they could hear re- 
ligious converfation. It was plea- 
fing to fee, with what folemn at- 
tention and apparent fatisfaétion, 
many of the youth liitened to di- 


| vine inftruction, whoa few weeks 


before were thoughtlefs of the im- 
portant concerns of religion, and 
took their greateft pleafure in balls, 
vain company, and amufements. 
But the ball-chamers and card-ta- 
bles were now forfaken. And 
thofe, who were ferious, were 
deeply imprefied with a fenfe of 


the hurtful tendency of fuch things, 


| to divert the attention from divine 


things, quench the ftrivings of 
God’s fpirit, and harden in fin. 
One hundred have made a pro- 
feflion of religion, and been re- 
ceived into this church, fince the 
revival began, of whom 61 are fe- 
males, and 39 males. About 60 
are under 30 years of age, and 
there may be perhaps 12, who 
arenearly 50, or upwards. This 
fhows the great importance of cor- 
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dially engaging in religion in the 
feafon of youth, and the danger- 
ous and critical fituation of thofe, 
who have continued impenitent till 
on the decline of life; fince fo 
few appear to be renewed or bro’t 
to repentance in this latter period. 
The moft, who have made a pub- 
lic profeflion, fuppofe, that they 
have become reconciled during 
this peculiar effufion of the Holy 
Spirit ; but fome, who date their 
converfion feveral years back, have 
now been more quickened, and 
confirmed in their hopes. Others 
have been fhaken from their old 
hopes, been brought to fee that 
they were building on the fand, 
and have now hopefully embraced 
the Saviour, and thus built on the 
rock of ages. There are perhaps 
20 who entertain a hope of hav- 
ing made their peace with God, 
and who have yet made no public 
profeflion. 

It may be remarked, that the 


converts are chiefly from families ; 
where one or both the parents were | 


profeflors or hopefully friendly to 
religion, and where fome ferious 
regard had been paid to divine 
things. This confideration affords 
parents a very powerful motive to 
engage in religion, and bring up 
their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. By 
neglecting thefe things, parents are 
dettroying both themfelves, and 
their children. 

Having given this general fketch 
of the beginning and progrefs of 
the revival ; I fhall proced tofome 
obfervations, to illuftrate in a more 
particular manner, the nature of 
the work. 

It has been remarkably free 
from all irregularity and enthufi- 
afm. The conviétions have been 
rational, but deep and powerful. 
When firlt awakened, perfons were 
ecnerally moved bya fenfe of dan- 
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ger. They generally fet out with 
arefolution and expeétation to do 
fomething to make themfeives bet- 
ter—commend themfelves to God, 
and procure his favor, having no 
jult fenfe of their entire depravity 
of heart, or moral inability. But 
the more they attended to the du- 
ties of religion, and endeavored 
to make themfelves better ; the 
more fenfible they became of their 
exceeding depravity and guilt. — 
Like the woman, who {pent all 
the had to be healed of the phy- 
ficians, they were fenfible, thatthey 
were nothing bettered, but rather 
grew worfe. They were foon 
brought to fee, that their hearts 
were full of fin and oppofition a- 
gainft God ; and thus were feel- 
ingly convinced of the truth of 
thefe declarations of {cripture con- 
' cerning finners—that they are dead 
in trefpafles and fins—are enemies 
to God—that every imagination 
| of the thought of their heart is 
only evil continually, and that 
nenecan go to Chrift, unlefs drawn 
' by the Father. When under thor- 
| ough conviction, they would read- 
tly acknowledge, that they were 
fenfible, that they were greatly op- 
pofed to God’s charatter, laws, 
and government—that they had 
always acted from a wicked, felfifh 
heart, andtherefore had never done 
any thing right in the fight of God. 
They would obferve, that they 
formerly had no idea, that they 
were oppofed to God, but ufed to 
fuppofe, that they had fome love 
to him, and did many things which 
were right and acceptable in his 
view, and that it therefore appear- 
ed as if it would be hard and un- 
juft in God to doom them to def- 
truction: but that they were now 
fenfible, they had always beenin op- 
pofition againft God—head always 
acted froma finful temper, and fo 
had been finning againft him in all 
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their moral condu&, and that he 
might juftly caft them off forever. 

In this ftage of their convictions 
they did not feel, as if their great 
finfulnefs confifted in any particu- 
Jar finful mifconduét or immorali- 
ties, but in their hearts, that great 
fountain and fource of all wicked- 
nefs, and in the general temper, 
which aétuated thena in all their 
condué&. They were feelingly | t 
convinced, that they never could 
enjoy any real peace or happinefs, 
er participate in the holy enjoy- 
ments of heaven, untefs their hearts 
were renewed by the divine {pirit. 
‘They were alfo fully ferfible, that 
fuch was their depravity and op- 
pofition to God and holinefs, that 
they never fhould repent, and cor- 
cially embrace the gofpel, unlefs 
influenced by the fpirit of God ; 

and that he might, in juftice “sat 
them to go on and perifh in their | 


fins. Thes they felt, that they lay 


at mere, fovereion and uncovenan- 


ted mercy—thattheir only ground | 
of hope was, that God, through 


Chrift couldhave mercy, on whem 


he would have mercy. In this | 
fituation they were fenfible, that | 


the doétrinc of divine fovercignty 
or election, which mankind natur- 


ally oppofe and deny with fuch bit- | 
ternefs, was their only ground of 


hope. For if God were not to have 
mercy upon them, till they had 


dene fomething to recommend | 


themfelves to his Mercyy or to pro- 


cure his grace they felt that their | 


cafe would be hopelefs. Neither 
did they feel, as if their hearts be- 
ing wholly depraved or opnofed to 
God, would afford them any juft 
excufe for remaining impenitent ; 
but they were feelingly convinced 
that fiould they perifh, the blame 


sould fal} upon themfelves. ‘his 


wiewof their charaSer and fituation 


rigged them of their felf-right- 
coufnels and felf-dependence, ren- 
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dered them fenfible of their need 
of the Lord Jefus, as their Sa- 
viour, to deliver them both from 
the power and punifhment of fin, 
and fo prepared them to truft in 
him alone for falvation. 

Thefe were generally the views 
and feelings of thofe, who now 
hope they are reconciled, while 
they were under conviétion, al- 
though there might be fome circum. 


{t antial dificvences. The convic- 





| tions of fomae were more fharp and 
| powerful than thofe of others.— 


Some experienced them for a lon- 
ger, fome for a fhorter term. But 
when they were very powerful, 
the fubjeéts of them commonly 
found relicfthe fooner. A certain 
perfon, who ws among t he hope- 
ful converts, was not under real 
| conviétion more than half a day, 
| before her mind was filled with 
‘comfort. She lived in a remote 


| ed it difficult for her to attend pub- 
lic worfhip and fo had not been at 
any religious meetings, fince the 
uncommon attention “begs an. = Bur 
| hearing of it, and of the conver- 


| fation of fome youth, who appear- 
ed to be converts, it ftruck her 
| mind, that it mutt be fomething 
| great and powerful to produce fuch 
a Change in their feelings and con- 
| verfation ; and that therefore coa- 
| verfion muft be a great and impor- 
\' tant change. Soon after this fhe 
| attended a meeting one evening, 
and thought fhe never before heard 
fuch truths and exhortations, as 
were delivered by the fpeaker. As 
he endeavoured to fhew the impor- 
tance of religion for fupport ona 

dying be My and preparation to meet 
our judge in peace, fhe wa s affec- 
ted with a fenfe of the Fone rs 
of being called to meet death, 
while in a flate of fin and oppot- 
tion againftthe Almighty. Thefe 
thor ishts s lay with weight en her 


part of the fociety, which render- , 
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mind that night, till the fell afleep, 
and returned next morning when 
fhe awoke. But foon after, fhe 
was very powerfully impreffed with 
a fenfe of her exceeding wicked- 
nefs and criminality, and felt, as 
if fhe was the moft vile, unworthy 
finner on earth. She was fo op- 
prefled and diftrefled with a fenfe 
of her finfulnefs, that fhe could not 
attend to the concerns of her fam- 
ily. But before noon her mind 
was relicved. Her heart was fil- 
Jed with joy, love and praife to 
God from a view of the lovelinefs 
of his glorious charaéter, and of 
his great mercy and condefcenfion 
tofinners. Her great defire was 
that all would praife God. She 
continued in this fituation, praifing 
and rejoicing in God two or three 
days, before fhe thought fhe had 
any title to falvation. 

Others were under conviction 
three or four days, or a week, and 
fome for feveral weeks or months, 
before they appeared to become 
reconciled to God. 

When they found fenfible relief 
in thgr minds, it was commonly 
from a difcovery of the glory, ami- 
ablenefs, and reStitude of the di- 
vine character, and from a difpo- 
{ition to fubmit to God. On dif- 
covering the glory of the divine 
charaéter they felt a difpofition to 
love, praife and rejoice in God, 
whatever became of them. ‘They 
hadncwviews and feelings towards 
almott every thing sround—Jefus 
Chriftappearec d glorious and lovely, 
and fuch an all-fufficient Saviour, 
as they needed ; and therefore they 
cordially trufted in him for falva- 
tion. They were pleafed with the 
terms of the gofpel, which are cal- 
cu lated to exalt God and humble 
nners. They could rejoice, that 
re Lord reigned, and would dif- 
as he faw beft. 


appeared new and de- 
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lightful ; ; they cordially approved 
of its truths and requirenmients as 
jaft and reafonable. Sin appeared 


hateful ; they feit very vile and 
criminal on account of their fin 


and oppofition agninlt Ged, Jefus 
Chrifl, and the go! ipel, and were 
ready to wonder, that they had 
been {pared, or that there was any 
hopeintheircafe. They felt adit 
polition to love and forgive their 

enemies, and to feek and pray for 
the falvation of all around them. 
Thefe and other fimilar views and 


| feelings have been geuerally mani- 








felled by the converts. But fome 
have manifefted a much mere live- 
ly fenfe of thefe things than others. 
At firft their minds were fo engrof- 
fed by thefe objects, that they 
thought little ornothing about their 
own Tlsation: Ozhers have ob- 
ferved, that it feemed to them, 
that God’s charadter would appear 
glorious and lovely,and they coul 
rejoice in it, even if they fhou! 

be caft off. Their love to rae 
and his government appeared to 
originate trom a real reconciltaticn 
to his holy charafter, and _ there- 
fore to be effentially different fron 

that falfe, felfif—h love, which arifes 
from a belief that God is recenci- 
led to us, and deligns to fave us ix 


poe. For it is from finding 
in themfelves this love and recon- 


ciliation to God’s charaéer, law, 
and government, and a difpofition 
to delight ia the truths and cuties 
of religion, that they indul 
hope, that they have become 
of falvation. 

Thofe, who entertain this hope, 
generally appear to have a humble 
fenfe of their finfulnefs, unworthi- 
nefs, and entire cevendence upon 
God, and continual need of the 
auickening, aflifting influences of 
the holy fpirit ; and exprefs an 
earneft defire to be freed from thei 
remaining deprayity. 
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the youth have obferved, thatthey 
formerly fappofed religion to be 
gloomy, dilagreeable, ‘and that it 
would de troy all their pleafure 
and comfort, fhould they embrace 
it. Therefore they could not 
think of engaging in it, and were 
really afraid they fhould have it. 
But they now fay “ they never 
knew what real peace or happi- 
nefs was before—that at times they 
find a joy and fatisfattion in God 
and divine thi gs, which far ex- 
ceeds all the pleafures that the 
world can afford, and that they 
have experienced more real hap- 


pinefs in attending one religious | 
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meeting than in all their vain, finful | 


amufements.”’ 

The peculiar doétrines of the 
gofpel, fuch as the entire deprav- 
ity of the natural heart, regenera- 
tion by the efficacious influences 
of the holy fpirit, juftification by 
faith sleuc, God’s fovere ignty and 
univerfal government, or his de- 
erecsand election—thefe doMrines 
which are fo crofing to the de- 
praved feelings of the natural 
heart, and fo bitterly oppofed and 

denied by many, appear to be very 
fully and cordially embraced by 
ti hole who are hopefuli ly renewed. 
Aitho’ many of them once difliked 
thefe doStrines, and thought them 
very hard and unreafonable, as im- 
pe finners penerally do ; yet 

they appeared to be led itimadingy. 
fy into them 1 by the convictions of 
the divine fpirit, as being the on- 
ly doctrines which afforded any 
ground of hope to finners. Some 
of them have obferved, that it ap- 
pears to them, that every one who 
has been brought to a jult fenfe of 
his ruined fituation, through the 
renewing influences of the fpirit, 
and become reconciled to God, 
mult be convinced of the trath of 
thefe do&trines, and cordially em- 
bracethem. Seyeralhayetold me, 





{Avcusrt, 


concerning the Articles of Faith, 
adopted by this church, that the 
firt time they heard them after 
this change, it appeared to them, 
that they had been greatly altered 
from what they were before. Fag 
they ufed to appear very hard and 
unreafonable and as if none could 
really believe or approve of them ; 
but that they now contained noth- 
ing, which did not appear rational 
and to which they could no: fully 
and cordially affent. 

It may be ufeful here to give 
fome particular account of a re- 
markable difplay of the fovereign 
power and mercy of God in awa- 
kening acertain perfon. He was 
a young married man, who was 
inclining to infidelity, and made 
very light of the revival when it 
began, calling it delufion, enthu- 
fiafm, and prieftcraft. Ass his wife 
was among the firft who appeared 
ferioufly impreffed ; he endeavored 
to divert and hinder her attention, 
and to ridicule her out of her f{e- 
rioufnefs. He was highly dif- 
pleafed, becaufe the was affected, 
and fhed tears at hearing a fermon, 
and faid, he was afhamed of her 
folly, and that no preaching or 
minifter could ever fetch a tear 
from him. Sometime after his 
wife was apparently reconciled to 
God, fhe was about to go with a 
number of others to be examined 
foradmifion into the church. He 
endeavored to diffuade her from 
it, faying, that was unneceflary, 
and that fhe could as well live re- 
ligion, without making a public 
profefhion, aswith. But as fhe, 
thinking it to be her duty, went to 
be examined : he was greatly dif- 
pleafed—would ha idly fyeak to 
her, and fcarcely take his food for 
feveral days. He told her broth- 


er, that he defigned to go to fea, 
and {wore that he never would go 
into the meeting-houfs with her 
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again. But that very day there 
was a Ieéture appointed at the 
meeting-houfe, and as the family 
were getting ready to go, her fa- 
ther, with whom he lived, propo- 
fed that he fhould go with them in 
the waggon. Forgetting his prom 
ife he accordingly went, and as 
he entered the meeting-houfe, he 
was firft of all powerfully ftruck 
with the recollection, that he had 
{worn never to go there with his 
wife again. He wasgreatly fhock- 
ed at the thought of his rafh and 
wicked oath. Thefermons, which 
were delivered, made a powerful 
and deep impreflion on his mind. 
It feemed, he obferved, as if the 
difcourfes were addreffed dire@ly 
to him ; and he was greatly affect- 
ed and in tears during a confidera- 
ble part of the religious exercifes. 
He was apparently in great diltrefs 
of mind for fome time, and feem- 
ed decply fenfible of the madnefs 
and wickedne‘s of his former con- 
duét, in oppofing and making light 
of divine things. After a while 
he was relieved from his diftrefs of 
mind, and obtained a hope, that 
he was reconciled to God. He 
has fince with his wife, made a 
public profeffion of that religion, 
which he once oppofed and defpi- 
fed. It isto be hoped, that his 
life may be fuch as to adorn his 
Chriftian profeflion, and be evi- 
dential of a real change of heart. 
But whether it fhould be fo, or 
not ; {till it appears to have been 
a remarkable difplay of the power 
of Ged in favor of divine truth. 
Such remarkable revivals of re- 
ligion afford ftrong evidence that 
the {criptures are from Ged, fince 
the truths contained in them, are 
attended with fucha divine power 
in awakening, reforming, and re- 
newing finners. No other doc- 
trines or fchemes of religion have 
fuch powerful effets. The bibl@ 





informs us, that the preaching of 
the gofpel produced fuch happy 
and glorious effects, where it was 
firft propagated by the apoftles. 
Great multitudes both of Jews and 
Gentiles were then awakened, 
turned from fin to holinefs, called 
out of darknefs into marvellous 
light, and added to the church of 
Chrift. When therefore we fee 
the gofpel now producing fuch ef- 
fe&s, they greatly confirm its 
truth and divine origin. 

Such feafons of peculiar atten- 

tion to divine things plainly mani- 
feft, that the power which renders 
the gofpel fuccefsful, is of God, 
and not of man ; and that agreea- 
bly to the declaration of the apof- 
tle : “ Paul planted, Apollos wa- 
tered: But God gave the increafe.”’ 
For we fee from faé, that at one 
time the preaching of the gofpel, 
for years, has little er no effect— 
few or none are awakened and re- 
newed. At another time thefe 
fame truths, which have been 
heard year after year with no ap- 
parent effect, are clothed with 
power, arre{t the attention of num- 
bers, and are the means of pro- 
ducing a wonderful change in their 
feelings and fentiments ; fo that 
nany now cordially believe and 
embrace thofe truths, which a 
few weeks before they bitterly op- 
pofed and denied; and now take 
pleafure in prayer, reading the 
fcriptures, ferious converfation, and 
the other duties of religion, which 
buta fhorttime fincethey perhaps ri- 
diculed & defpifed, oratIcaftneglec- 
ted and confidered as very tedious 
and irkfome. Such faéts fully e- 
vince, that the power, which pro- 
duces thefe remarkable effects, is 
not of man, nor in the gofpel it- 
felf, but of God; who giveth fuc- 
cefs to the preaching of the gof- 
pel, wheo and how he pleafes. 

‘Lhe fovereignty of God in the 
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difpenfations of 
difplayed in fuch revivals; for it 
ts there cvident from faéts, that 
God has mercy on whom he will 
have mercy—awakens and renews 
one, & not another, as he in infinite 
wifdom fees fit. 
noticed, the hopeful converts are 
chiefly from families, where the 
fabbath, public worfhip, and divine 
things have beenregarded and rev- 
erenced ; yet fome have been un- 
der powerlul impreflions and con- 


erace is clearly | 


Altho as before | 


| 






fAveusr, 


“Take heed, brethren left there 
be inany of you an evil heart of 
unbelief in departing from the liy- 


' ing God.” As they regard the 


| 


victions, who to human appearance | 


were as unltkely to be impreff- 
ed, as almoit any in the fociety. 
From the fame family fome have 
been taken, others left. 

Perfons, who oppofe, and make 
lipht of fuch peculiar revivals of 
selipion, aive the {trongeft evidence, 
that they have never experienced 
the renewing influences cf the di- 
vine {pirit. 

Finally, in fuch feafons of un- 
eommon attention to divine things, 
and among fuch a number of ap- 


honor of religion, and their own 
eternal fafety, it behoveth them to 
give all diligence to grow in grace 
and make their calling and eleétion 
fure. And we pray God, that 
they may in all things adorn the 
do&rine of God their Saviour bya 
holy Jife and converfation—be 
found faithful in the caufe of God 
until death, and then receive « 


| crown of life. 


parent converis, It is to be feared | 


and expected, that fome are d 
“civer i, and will prove ftony 
ground ey. whote a 
withenaut 
uile wink will fall away, 
end im nif by their condud, that 
they were building upon a founda- 
tion of fand. Should this be the 
cafe; altho it would be very pain- 
‘ul to the friends of religion, yet it 
would be no more than what, from 
feripture and pait experience, We 
havercafon tofear ; and therefore 
would afford no jut objection a- 


ih 
in t it 


1ts being in genera i ‘the work 


of the Lore 


© €2 


ger, that fome may turn back and 
all fhort of falvation, the apoliolic 
directions, appear very neceffary 
and applica able to thofe who now 
hope, that they are the heirs of 
falvation. “ Let him that thinketh 


he ftandeth take heed lef he fall? | 


ee 


d. Since there is dan- | 


Gitts H. Cow tes. 
New-Cambridge, } 


June 10, 1800 





FROM THE LONDON EVANGEL- 
ICAL MAGAZINE. 


Letters on the exemplary behavior 
of minifiers. By the late Rev. 
Foun Brown, of Haddington. 


LETTER I. 
DEAR SIR, 
HOUGH L hope that you 
are not a novice, lifted up 
with price, and ready to fall into 
the condemnation of the devil, yct 
this is not fufficient to warrant you 


| entrance into the work of the min- 


ulry. You mut not thruft your- 
felf into it, but be thruft into it 
by the Lord of the _ harveft.* 


| Without a call from Jefus Chrift, 


in your coming forward as a preach- 


- #9 ’ - b 
er or miniltcr, be your learning and 


piety ever fo cminent, you but 


_ treacheroufly counterfeit his com- 


| 
} 
' 
} 
' 
| 
' 
| 
' 
| 
] 


miilion, and employ yourfelf as a 





iviatt. ix. 338. Heb. v. 4 


N. B. Jt is earneftly requefted of the 
Reader of thefe Letters, that he will, 


| ashe proceeds, turn up and mufe on 


the paffages of Scripture, cited in 
them, as the means of fhedding light 
on the reafoning, and of imparting 
civine force to the exhortations con- 


geiuned in them. 
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robber of facred honors and rev- 
enues, while at the fame time you 
expofe yourfelf to the dreadful 
difpleafure of God, during all 
your days.* His inward call by 
his Spirit muft appear in your cor- 
dial compaflion to perifhing fouls, 
in your humble, earneft, and dif- 
interefted defire to ferve him with 
fuch gifts as he beftows upon you, 
by employing them in winning fouls 
to him for their eternal falvation, 
and ‘in your being deeply impreffed 
with your own infufficiency for 
‘hat important work.¢ His out- 
ward call, in ordinary cafes, is by 
the invitation, or at leaft the con- 
fent of the majority of the flock 
‘o which you are to minifter.— 
Without this, you cannot be their 
paltor, nor can they be expected 
to receive your miniftrations with- 
out prejudice, nor you have rea- 
fon to look on yourfelf as fent by 
Chritt, as his ambaffador to deal 
between him and them for their 
eternal falvation.f 

Your perfonal charaéter is of no 
iefS importance. Unlefs it corref- 
pond with your ftation and work, 
no eloquence, order, or even ap- 
parent earne!tnefs and diligence, 
will long make your mini(trations 
to be duly refpeéted.§ 

In order that none may defpife 
you, and that fuch as are in compa- 
ny with you, may duly revere and 
ftandin awe of you.—t. Avoid 
all levity, and {tudy a conftant but 
not forbidding gravity. Shun ail 
unneceffary intimacies with obfti- 
nately atheifticalandfcornful men. || 


*2 Cor. vy. 18—20, Jo. xx. 21. | 


Eph. iv. 11. and iii. 8. Matt. xxviii. 
19, 20. Rom. xx. 15. Jer. xxiii. 32. 
Eaek, xxxiv. r—7. Num. i. 51. + Deut. 
\vili, 6. Phil. ii, 20, 21. If. vi. 5 
—8. 2 Theff. ii, 8. Phil ii, 17. 
2 Cor. it, 15, 16. Jeriiiag. $ AGS 
21-23. and vi. r—6. § 1 Sam. 
it. 30. Zeph. ui. 4. Matt. ii. 8, 9, 
| Prov. ix. 6, 7. and xvii, 1a. and 
“xu, 9. Matt. vii. 6. * 


Vor. I. No. 2. 


, Contract no familiarity with thofe 
| whofe imprudence hath rendered 
| themfelves contemptible. Never 
fport or jeft, but in proper compa- 
| ny; and never with your inferiors, 
if you do not with to lofe your au- 
| thority. Never fpeak of your fer- 
| mons as eafily ftudied, or of any 
| religious difcourfes in a light, unim- 
| preflive manner. Beware of ren- 
| dering yourfelf dependant on oth- 
ers for loans, or even for prefents, 
if they have any tendency to be- 


Let unaffected gravity mark, not 
your words and deeds only, but 
even your geftures, countenance, 
and the whole of your deport- 
ment.* 2. While you prudently 
provide neceffaries for yourfelf and 
family ; and expend your income 
| in the moft frugal manner, that 
you may owe no man any thing, 
and have to give to him that need- 
eth ;+ never manifeft, or even be 
in anxious care about worldly 
things, arifing from diftruft of 
God’s providence,t or from the 
| defire of living fumptuoufly in re- 
gard to good clothing, furniture, or 
from the inordinate and covetous 
love of riches. Such anxious 
care decoys a minifter from his in- 
finitely more important work. 6 
It renders his mind earthly and 
grovelling ; difpraces his charaéter; 
and brings him into contempt. 


| 
| get or nourifh a fervile fpirit in you. 
| 
| 
! 


| Never indulge in the love of money, 


| by ardent affection, and by unlaw- 
| ful means tending to difhonor your 
| reputation, or your God and _ his 
| religion, orto injure your neigh- 
| bor.|| Beware of being tena- 
' cious of retaining it, when God 
| 

| 


ae 


* Prov. vi. 12, 13. Job xxix. 8, 
14, 22. x Tim. iv. 12 + 1 Tim. 
v. 8. Rom. xiii. 8. Eph. iv. 28. 
t Matt. vi. 25—-34, § Matt. x. 9. 
and vi. 24. Adtsvi. 2, 3. 2 Cor. ii 
16. |} x Tim. iii, 3. and vi. 9g, 10. 
t Jo. u.15, 16. Jam, iv. 4 


I ° 























in his providence, calls to expend 
iton the poor and fimilar purpo- 
fes.* Above all, beware of ever 
trufting to, delighting or glorying 
in it.f Such atemper will render 
a minifter unfit to call others to 
prefer fpiritual and eternal things 
before the things which are feen, 
and which perith in the ufing. It 
willlead him to pervert the word 
of God, or deal unfaithfully with 
men’s fouls for the fake of gain. 
It will make him carclefs about the 
falvation of fouls. § He will alfo 
thereby expofe himfclf to the pre- 
judice of his hearers at his munif- 
trations ; on which account faith- 
ful minifters have been fo careful to 
clear themfelves of it.|} 3. While 
you avoid every mean grovelling 
difpofition, beware on the other 
hand, of indulging in ambitious 
inclinations, in eagerly feeking af- 
ter outward fame, honor, and ad- 
vancement ; inufing unlawful means 
to obtain them; in feeking them to 
gratify your own pride, not for the 
glory of God or edification of his 
church ; or, in defiring more of 
them than you deferve.q. Let the 





i * corruptions of a church pive what- 

ie ever poflible occafion or encourage- 
7 ment to this luft of pre-eminence, 
es the indulgence of it will difpofe 
|  - you to trample all the commands 
| 


of God under foot ; will fearfully 
root out all proper regard for holi- 
oe nefs ; willlead you to make fhip- 
wreck of faith and of a good con- 
ii fcience ; and tempt you to fay and 
ee do any thing to pleafe fuch as can 

iy promote your ambitious defigns. 
4 {t will feparate you from God as 
é Wp far as poifible, and render you an 





* If, xxxii. 7, 8. + Job xxxi. 24, 
i) a 25. Jer. ix. 23, 24. ¢ Ezek. xiii. 
“1 in 19. 2 Pet. ii. 3. § 2 Tim. iv. ro. 
jj Numa. xvi. r5. 4 Sam. xii. 3. Acts 
xx. 33. 2 Cor. xii, 14. 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
$3 Jo.9. 2 Pet. ii. 16, with Num. 
22. Phi, ii. 21. Eccl. x, 
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[ Aucusr, 


enemy tohim.* It is the ordina- 
ry mark of falfe teachers.t Nev. 
er hunt after vain glory and ap- 
plaufe from men $*efpecially, in 
fecking it on account of what is not 
truly praife-worthy, as language, 
external appearance, and other 
trivial objeéts, on which little and 
vain minds are intemperately fet ;+ 
or in feeking it from what you real- 
ly have not ;§ or by improper and 
unfeafonable manifeftation of your 
real excellencies or even by af- 
fe&ting to difparage and difcom- 
mend yourfelf and your works. 
This temper of mind is contrar 
tothe temper of Chrilt, of his 
prophets and apoftles. It will 
lead youto rob God of his due 
honor.|| It will deprive you of a 
gracious reward from God for 
your labors ; or even provoke 
him to render you contemptible be- 
fore men, and an example of his 
deftructive vengeance.q It will 
rob you of the joy of a good con- 
fcience, when men fpeak evil of 
you.** 
I am yours, &c. 





[Tue Editors on reviewing the 
following piece think it not improp- 
er to be communicated to the pco- 
ple to whom it is directed. 


An addrefs te thofe Congregation: 
which have been vifited with the 
Spectal influences of the Spirit. 

OU have received a favor, of 
infinite value, from the God 

of all mercies. Think not that 
you have merited that vifitation of 





“ 3 Jo. ii. 15, 16. Ja. iv. 4. Jer 
xiv. 5. Luke xxii. 25, 26. and xiv, 
7—11. f Matt. xxii. s—8. If. Ixv. 
5. $1Cor. ii. 1, 4, 13. 2 Sam. 
xiv. 25, 26. § Prov. xxv. 14. |} Jo- 
Vili. 50. andvii. 18. 1 Theff. ii. 6. 
Matt. v. 16. 1 Pet.iv. a1. Phil. iv 
8. | Matt. vi. 2, 16. 


As xii. 22, 23. ** 2Con i. & 


Mal. ii. 4: 
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divine grace, with which you have 
been attended. Think not that 
any thing, which you have done, 
deferved the kind remembrance of 
heaven. Judging from external 
appearances, many of your places, 
were in all refpects, on the princi- 
ples of men’s ordering, the moft 
unlikely to be taken while others 
were left. You are thofe who 
have greatly abufed means ; but 
grace, that it might appear to be 
grace, hath kindly remembered 
you. When finking into a hell 
of mifery—a hell formed by your 
own vicious difpofitions, there was 
an opportunity for the infinite wif- 
dom of God, to glorify his own 
goodnefs ; and he hath not failed 
totake fome of the chief of fin- 
ners, that it may be feen that the 
gates of hell fhall not prevail, and 
that he can build up his kingdom 
at what times and in what places 
he pleafeth. Ifany of you have 
become Chriftians indeed, your 
hearts will echo to the truth of 
thefe fentiments, and you will feel 
that divine fovereignty is glorified 
in the work of his grace. This 
work of God hath not yet ceafed 
in our land, for we are daily de- 
lighted with hearing of new revi- 
oils, i in places which appeared dry 
when the fhowers of prace began 
to fall. But are not you with whom 
the work of God began, appear- 
ing to relapfe again? Are not ma- 
ny, who thought themfelves to 
have become Chriftians, returning 
again to the world ; to its vanities 
and its amufements ? Have not 
fuch loft their firft love, and their 
fervent zeal in ferving the Lord? 
Do they not begin by their con- 
duct, to fulfil the predictions of dif- 
believers, who faid, “ Soon we 
‘fhall fee thefe perfons become 
* cold who are now fo warm in re- 
‘ligion, and perhaps falling into 
“crimes like others ?”? Such pre- 
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dictions are always made by the 
enemies of vital religion, when 
the Spirit of God is poured out; 
and is it not finful in thofe who 
have been the fubjeéts of divine in- 
fluence to permit fuch predictions 
to be fulfilled? Perhaps you will 
fay we do not know that our love 
of the truth is abated, or that our 
zeal hath cooled; but if you do 
not know this, it may be the cafe. 
Have you the fame fenfe of that 
folemn eternity into which we all 
are coming, as you once had ? 
Have you the fame delight in the 
duties of religion? Do not fmallez 
caufes prevent you from joining in 
prayer and the praife of God? 
Have you not lefs ferfe of the 
worth of fouls? Lefs defire that 
others may be awakened and faved 
from the judgment and mifery to 
come ? While your vifible zeal, in 
the caufe of God begins to abate, 
do you not alfo find that the du- 
ties of the clofet are lefs agreeable 
and that you can mingle with 
the world which thinks little of 
God, with lefs difgult than you 
once did ? Do you not lofe your 
apprehenfion of the difference in 
character, which there is between 
real Chriftians and thofe who 
never appeared to take any plea- 
fure in the fervice and praife of 
God ? If you find thefe things in 
experience, they are figns of a de- 
parting fpirit, and that you are 
more fallen from your fizit love 
than you imagine. But why this 
beginning coldnefs and where will 
itend? Are you not weak as ev- 
er, and in the fame need of a di- 
vine afhftance to keep you alive to 
God and make vou wife for cter- 
nity ? Do you think that a good 
beginning will carry you fafe thro’ 
unlefs you live near to Ged ; or 
are you fhaming your former enga- 
gednefs in the caufe of Chrilt’s 
kingdom ! Are your hard hearts 
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wholly conquered ; is your fin 
wholly taken away ; or do you 
not begin to hope and cry peace to 
yourfelves, without a daily evi- 
dence that you have a right to 
truftt inthe mercies of God? 
Perhaps you may think that it 
is commen for fuch feafons of re- 
trefhing from the prefence of the 
spar to wear away and are eafly 
on that account. ‘That it hath 


this prevents not the guilt of thofe 
who grieve and refift the Spirit of 
God. Surely it hath been com- 
mon for God to depart, where he 
hath been oppofed, and for feafons 
of dedeatien to follow feafons of 
fervorin his fervice ; yet this is 


excufe for the declenfion of thofe 

who have. been fo highly favored. 
The Lord is a Ged hearing 

prayer, and prenege we cannot find 


parted from a people, until they 
began to lofe a fenfe of this truth, 
and of their own need of quicken- 
inggrace. Do you not in many 
ple ices fec, that it is not as it was 
in months paft? ‘hat new in- 
{tances of leep imprefhion have be- 





uy come more rare, and the engaged- 
i ne ncfs of the ferious dectining ? But 
Hh r hath thishappened ina Engle place, 
Ww until it might firft be faid, thofe 
Hf - who have been accultomed to pray 
ee are changed in their appearance, 
| ami:f they have not entirely for- 
ft ¢ ae {, \. i 2 la ep he Ul {til Anpeear 

4 aken the place, they {til appear 

mr : 


to have loft the {pirit of prayer. — 
ae They do not appear fo filled with 
a love of God’s glory and of fouls 
as they once were.—They are not 
rioufoefs and take by “the hi and, 
thofe, who they have reafontothink 
are enquiring for the kingdom of 
heaven. It 1s well known and our 
acknowledged belief, that there is 
mo merit in the prayers of men ; 








ef careful to nurture be: ginning fe- | 


Addrefs to backfliding Chriflians. 
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| but ifthe Lord be a God hearing 


prayer, and this declenfion be no- 
ticeable, ought it not to be repro- 
ved ? And whatever may be the 
infcrutable reafons of infinite wif- 
dom, for difpenfing as he doth, 
are not you, who do even yet, not- 
withftanding your declen ficn,cold- 
ly with for the prefence of God, 


| the guilty caufe of his departure, 


from your families and the places 


been common is net denied, but | 


ED 


in which you refide ? Have not 
fome of you many friends, whom 
you verily think to be yet in’ the 
gall of bitternefs and under the 
bonds of iniquity? Are not fome 
of you Chriftian parents, who 
have children tha: feek for noth- 


S| ing but the wealth and amufements 
only a proof of fin, and not an | 


of the world, and yet you are 
rarely feen in thofe places that are 
confecrated to praycr, for an out- 


pouring of the Spirit of God.— 


an inftance, in which he hath de- | 


You fee that your families are pal- 


fed by, and you wonder and fome- 


times weap that this is the cafe ; 








| their own fouls 


but do not know the caufe. We 
are fenfible that the primary caufe 
is that God hath rot been pleafed 
to take them ; but a fecondary 
caufe, and it is one that the day 
of judgment will difcover, is that 
you have been fo avocated in gain- 
ng them a worldly good, that you 
oad 


not leave your farms and 


| your merchandize, to join with 


others who were ~ Lyin 9 for the 
Spirit of God. The Lord lefi 
you to this that his judgments 
might be executed, but will this 
be your excufe ? It 1s no excufe. 
How can thofe, who have in 
alted the love and 
erace of God, think without pain 
mn the deftruéiion of others ? If 
a be Chriftians indeed they 
cannot doit. Let thofe who have 
begun to decay endeavor to revive 
—let them live like Chriftians— 
let them continue to pray and who 
knoweth but Ged may return wath 
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a double blefling in his hand. If, courfe his influence among his 
thofe, with whom God hath been | neighbors increafed, he began to 
prefent, have ceafed to fpeak often | jaibthe doubts of the reality of re- 
one to another, let them fee their | ligion and the truth of the ferip- 
folly and call earneftly on a Savy- | tures, and his fenfe of obligation 
iour, who appears to be pafling by, | to God and of refp oufibility and 
that he would again come into their | rewards in an other world was 
congregations and blefs them. Ia { loft. Thefe fentiments he often 
this may minilters and people be | exprefled before L ‘phormia, who 
united. 11I—723 was his favorite child ; and indeed 
in many refpedts, her natural char- 


‘ acter refembled the father. Her 
Mrssrs. Epirors, sar de 
powcrs of underftar iding were 


LN your propofais to the pu P D2 
| e00d, which jomed to a confider- 
lic, you ¢ defir ebiogray hical An Ot A , perme 
able deores of vivacity, made her 
of perfons eminent for piety. li reed te yey, 

. | company fought by the young 
the lives and deaths of fuch are | healt it 7: + yen 
ufefultoencoura ee others to virtue, She fyon an 1 to } ' 

One TOON appeare O Nave {too 
it is conceived that examples of | rt ~ L ePmelgy 
, | much underftanding to bea female 
the contrary, which are real facts, | way th. 
: ; ' rake 3 but at the fame time to 
will deter from vice and fhow the | i 
a si e,__ | have {9 little fenfe of moral obliga- 
danger of falfe opinions. ‘The |. , 
ge at Meee open- | on, that the virtaous were afraid 
writer isone whofeeyes were open- | aaah ae 
ce seat tig. of her intimacy. “i ith fome the 


ed from the dream of falfe pleaf- | ° “db : 
a ! P ,| diverted herfelf ; others whofe 
ures, by witnefling the death of 


rete worldly circumftances were good 
Diphormia. The real name of |, 7. hpted 5g 
e ; fhe, in vain, attempted to pleafe ; 
this unhappy woman is meant to be Se ! 
Eg ma sald a _{ and many of the young and incau- 
sadn You will publith or |“. . “ 
De wins ick tious fhe poifoned by her infinua- 
} pre as 4, 1 Fi Whee 
‘h alo cae 1c tions againit religion, ptety and 
ti Riel the ferious people, as fhe called 
IPHORMIA was one of | them. In doing this fhe only ad- 
minittered the poifon fhe had re- 
ceived from a father. She oftea 
"Phe elder daughter was a perfon of | intimated that fhe believed not in 
yeak underftanding, and early mar- | religion—that it would be agreea- 
ried an indolent man, with whom | ble ‘enough to velit the church, if 
fhe now lives, without ambition of ; fle could hear things that fhe loved 
a better ftate, ata Br zat diffance | —and that her only oncera about 
from the place of herbirth. ‘I'he | another world was, lef the thoukd 
yarentsbepanlifein poverty. ‘lhe | at death perifh like the bealts of 
2 s é 
mother hath been —— toan : the field, never to exiftagain.—In 
extreme, and is generally called an | this condu&t Diptiormia was infen- 
’ ity i 
' | ge ° 
honelt, good woman ; bat with- | fible that fhe was ruining her own 
out refolution to advife her huf.- | reputation, foreven the moft vi- 
band, orto reprove and control | cious of mankind are atraid of a 
her children. ‘The father was a | female, who appears to have no 
man of ftrong reafon, great art, | fenfe of moral obligation. 
| 
! 
| 








at 
va 


ee ee 


AB two daughters, who were 
the only children cf their parents. 


and an infatiable love of the | 
word. Hard labor and parfimo- | ance was the writer of Diphor- 
ny foon made him an afiluent far- | mia’s life, for at this time he wifh- 
mer. As his property, and of | edtodifbelieve ; but trembled in 


In the number of her acquaint- 
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view of the confequences of a lofs 
of moral principle. Having giv- 
enthe chief features of her char- 
aéter and principles, he will pafs 
over many circumftances, which 
might be mentioned, illuftrating 
the danger of falfe opinions, and 
come to the awful fcene which 
opened his c-vn eyes, and was 
bieffed as the means of fnatching 
him as a brand from the burning. 
Nearly at the age of twenty- 
eight, Diphormia was taken with 
a flow fever, which on the fort ty- 
fecond day clofed her eyes, and 
ufhered her into eternity. ‘lhe 
firfttwenty days of her ficknefs 
her mind was eafy, for fhe enter- 
tained no apprehenfion of the if- 
{ue ; but at thistime, was alarmed 
by overhearing fome wordsbetween 
confulting Phyficians. From this 
raoment an anxiety of mind began, 
which continued to the moment of 
death. The writer was often 
her moepeny, and will relate ‘ile 
ing but what washeard by his own 
ears.—At one time fhe faid, “ I 
* begin to think I muft die, but it 
‘ Jooks like croelty in God to take 
‘me away fo foon.” Being an- 
{wered, * will it not be better to 
* fleep forever than to endure fuch 
‘ painful days 2”? “ Ah, faid the, 
«it will be terrible enough to wake 
©no more, but I fear, 1 hall, for 
* tho’ my body is failing, my mind 
§ doth not feel like ceafing to ex- 
€ aft.” On being exhortedto look 
to God for help and grace, fhe re- 
plied, “I have never heard of 
* fucha God as * could love, and 
*if the God, of whom I have 
* heard in the church, be the truc 
‘ one, he and I are certainly ene- 
‘mies.’ - ‘At another time the 
faid, * I cannot yet love thefe fe- 
‘ rious people ; two or three of 
* them have come into fee me; 
‘they took my hand and wept ; 
* but what made them weep for 








fAucusrt, 


‘ me for they know I never loved 
‘them 2??? When exhorted to 
pray, bya great finner who was 
alarmed by her cafe, the faid, 
‘«‘ There is no pleafure in praying, 
‘but if I couldknow 1 fhould be 

‘ happy, then [ would pray.” 

An aged and pious aunt came in 
and requefted, that the minifter 
might be called to pray ; when the 
quickly replied, ** My father al- 
‘ ways faid that minifters are more 
‘ dangerous in ficknefs than at oth- 
‘ er times, but this is notthe worft, 
‘ for when I fee him it makes me 
‘think of his texts, and fome of 
‘ them were dreadful enough, and 
‘I think I never felt fo unhappy 
‘before this ficknefs, as when I 
‘ heard him take for his text, /t 
© is appointed unto man once to die, 
‘ bui after death comes the judgment. 
‘Thad rather you fhould fend to 
¢ Mr. to pray for me, for 





n| ‘it feems as tho’ if he came, I 


‘muft certainly dic, and who 
‘ksows but Dodor if he 
‘ arrives will think of fomething 
‘ new for my cafe.” 

When the ferious aunt requefted 
of the father, that public prayer 
might be made for his fick daugh- 
ter, he faid, “ She is very fick, 
‘ but I do not love to gratity fome 
‘ folks.” ‘The good woman wept, 
went to a fecret apartment and 
was feen on her knees, and over- 
heard praying for the foul of her 
fick niece. Atanother time, Di- 
phormia was heard whifpering, “It 
‘is my father hath ruined me, had 
‘IT never feen him I fhould have 
‘ been like other people, I hope | 
‘ fhall not fee him in the other 
© world.” 

In her laft days, altho her rea- 
fon appeared to be found, fhe was 
principally funk ina deep flumber, 
and when death aftually attacked 
her, the la(t words fhe was heard 
to fay, were thefe, * O miferable 
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‘ me.”? She died and was buried, 
and where fhe opened her eyes 
God only knows. 

The writer was awfully alarmed 
for himfelf, and the pains of a 
convinced confcience continued for 
feveral years ; but now, altho’ the 
chief of finners, he calmly hopes 
in the mercy of God. The fa- 
ther of Diphormia hath funk into 
a ftate difficult to defcribe. Pof- 
feffed of confiderable property, but 
without an heir that he can truft 
to gtafp and fave like himfelf, he 
is only anxious about his lands and 
his bonds. A gradual decline is 
carrying him downward, without 
any great fenfe of his own decay 
—without any love of religion or 
weanednefs from the world, or 
perceiving the danger of his fenti- 
ments. He foon muft meet that 
daughter, who wifhed never to fee 
him in eternity. 

















The confeffion of the Freethinker 
Foun Fames Rosseau, Citi- 
zen of Geneva. 


ACKNOWLEDGE to you 

that the majefty of the {crip- 
tures aftonifhes me, and the fanétity 
of the gofpel fills me with rap- 
ture. Look into the writings of 
the philofophers, with all their 
pomp and parade ; howtrivial they 
appear, when compared to this fa- 
cred volume. Is it poflible, that 
a book fo fimple and yet fo fub- 
lime, fhould be the work of man? 
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his anfwers ! Such empire over his 
paffions! Where is the man, or 
the phtlefopher, that knows how 
to act, to fuffer, and to die with- 
out weaknefs, or oftentation ? Pla- 
to, in his picture of the imagina- 
ry jut man, covered with all the 
opprobriouinefs of guilt, and wor- 
thy of every reward of virtue, 
gives us an exact reprefentation of 
Chrift ; fo ftriking is the refem- 
blance, that all the fathers faw it, 
and indeed there is no poflivility 
of miftaking it. What prejudice, 


| what blindnefs, to compare the 


offspring of Sophronifca to the fon 
of Mary ? How immenfe the dif- 
ference between thofe two ! Soc- 
rates dying without pain, and 
without ignominy, found it eafy to 
fupport his character to the very 
lait; and if his life had not been 
honored by fo gentle a death, we 
might have doubted whether Soc- 
rates, with all his underftanding, 
was any thing more than a Sophitt. 
You will fay, he invented a fyftem 
of moral philofophy. Others had 
practifed it before his time ; he 
only related what they had per- 
formed, and drew lectures from 
theirexample. Ariftides had been 
juft before Socrates told us what 
jaftice was ; Leonidas had facrifi- 
ced his life for his country, before 
Socrates had made the love of our 
country a duty ; Sparta was fober, 
before Socrates commended fobri- 
ety ; before he had given a defini- 
tion of virtue, Greece abounded 





Ts it poflible, that he, whofe hif- 
tory it contains, fhould himfelf be 
a mere man ? Is the f{tyle that of 
an enthufiaft or of a fetary infla- 
ted with ambition? What fweet- 
nefs, what purity in his morals ! 
What force, what perfuafion in his 
initrugtions ! His maxims how 
fublime ! His difcourfes how wife 
and profound ! Such prefence of 
mind, fuch beauty and precifion in 


in virtuous men. But of whom 
did Chrift borrow that fablime and 
| pure morality, which he, and he 
| only, taught both by word and ex- 
ample !* From the centre of the 
| moft extravagant fanaticifm the 
| higheft wifdom made itfelf heard, 
and the vileft of nations was hon- 
ored with the fimplicity of the 





| " Matt. v. 21, &c. 
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moft heroic virtues. The death 
of Socrates philofophifing coolly 
with his friends, is the eafieit that 
can be delired ; 
piring in the midtt of torments, 
abufed, fcorned, detefted by a 
whole people, is the mot dreadful 
that can be apprehended. Socrates 
taking the poifonous draught, re- 
turns thanks to the perfon, who 
with tears in his eyes prefents it to 
him 3; Chrift, in the midit of the 


mott exquifite torture, prays for | 


Yes, if 


his bloody exccutioners, 


that of Chriftex- | 





Socrates lived and died like a phi- | 
tofopher, Chriftlived and died Ii ke | 
a God. Shall we fay that the | 


evangelical hi flory was invented 


at i pleafure ? ° My f friend, invent ions ‘ 
© not made after this m: inner, and | 


Socrates's hittory, of which no 
body entertains any doubt, is not 
fo well attefted as that of Chriif. 


Upon the whole, it is removing | 


the difficulty further back, without 


folving it ; for it would be much 


harder to conceive, that a number 

fmen fhould have joined together 
to fabricate this book, than a ‘fingle 
perfon fhould furnith out the fubje ct 
to iis authors. Jewifh writers 
would never have fallen into that 
ityle, or that fyftem of morality ; 
and the gofpei hath fuch {trong a ind 
fuch inimitable marks of truth, 
that the inventor would be more 
furprifing than the hero. 


Remarks on the above. 
THER Eare times in which the 


mott {ce 


eptical and vicious are for- 
ce d to confefs the truth. It Was 
uch a a serene Ww ith Rofeau Ww hen 


Ic2 1S ungue of. 


—_ 


1 
he wrote ine a Dove. 


of thofe infide Is, who prepared the 


a for that if mae of m oral prin Cle 


© prefent c onvulfions 


of Europe, n may be in part attrib. 
uted . but iniiite wildom order- 


} thar through th 
€u that througa tne 


+ 


ple ic to 7 which t 


power of con- 
$ . 1 } 


acicncc and ane ard correct 


[Auqust, 


natural tafte, he faw the evidence 
and was forced to confefs the ex- 
cellence of thofe {criptures, which 
his heart wifhed to difcredit ; and 
the amiablenefs of that divine char- 
adter and religion, which the cur- 
rent of his writings tend to debafe. 
O trath, how great is thy power, 
even over the wicked and doubt- 
ino ! If Roffeau remained a dif- 
believer to the laft, the conviction 
he hath acknowledged, and the 
pangs of an accufing confcience 

vill form a ftate of future mifcry, 

equal to the higheft defcriptions of 

the Chriftian feriptures. 

Sketches f the Life and Death of 
Juomas Cranmer, Archbifiop 
of Canterbury, martyr, hurnt at 
Oxford, for the confeffian of 
Chrif?s true doriney under 
Qwen Mary, March 21, 1556. 

YHomas Cranmer, was of 

‘| an ancient family in the 

county of eae Anca in 

England. He was kept at fchool 





| from his infancy, and received his 


firft degrees in the univerfity of 
Cambridge. Having by marrying 
loft his fellowfhipin Jefus College, 
he became a reader in Bucking- 
ham College, where he firft dif- 


' covered his piety, attachment to 


‘and eminent theotogs ca 


the pure doétrines of the {cripture, 

| know!- 
edge. His wife dying premature- 
ly, he was again cholen fellow of 


Jefus College, and made doétor of 


divinity, reader of the principal 
divinity leGure, and one of the 


learned examiners, on whofe opin- 


| ton the univeriity gave its higheft 
tionable that he was in the witabes 


degrees, which were then beftowed 
on {trict principles of merit. Tn 
tis hiph ftation he arrived to great 
and eminent reputation, both for 
learning and religion. At this 
time the great caufe of divorce be- 
tween Henry the VIII. and Cath- 


arine of Spain his wife, was a 
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principal ae both of civil and | 


religious difcuflion. The incon- 
ftancy of the capricious monarch, 
and the oppofition he met in the 
papal court (by whom divorces 
were then granted) through the in- 
fluence of the court of Spain be- 
came the political caufe of the 
reformation in England. Henry 
had in anger difmiffed Campeius 
and Cardinal Wolfey, the pope’s 
legates, for their tardy proceeding 
in the matter of the feparation. It 
yas now that Cranmer was acci- 
dentally introduced to Dr. Gardi- 
ner and Dr. Foxe, the king’s 
principal managers in this impor- 
tant affair. ‘To thefe he gave the 


Martyrdom of Cranmer. 





firit hints of denying the Papal 


fupremacy, and committing the 
caufe to be judged, to the princi- 
pal and learned men in England 
and the univerfities of Cambridge 
and Oxford. Cranmer wrote a 
vook vindicating the principles of 
the divorce, which actually took 
place, and went on an embafly to 
the pope and the principal parts of 
Europe, by which he gained the 
eternal enmity of all the popith 
party. 

Being thus introduced to the 
king’s favor he wasfoonmade Arch- 
bihhop of Canterbury, and princi- 
pal prelate of the realm. He was 
a good man, cminently pious, and 
faithful in the high office he fuf- 
tained. Henry while he lived, 
proteGted him agairtt all the mach- 
inations of a wicked court and the 
popith party. In the fhort reign 
ot young Edward the VI. he was 
vefpected asa good man and a fer- 
vant of the Lord. 

After the death of Edward a 
controverfy arofe concerning the 
fuccefion ; whether it fhould be 
Lady Mary, the daughter of Hen- 
ry, and neare(t by blood to the 
throne, but a papift; or Lady 
Jane his niece, buta proteftant.— 


Vor. I. No. 2. 
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Jane was declared queen, through 
the influence of the Proteftant 
party, but the commons prevailed 
and Mary actually came to reign. 
Cranmer, in faithfulnefs to the 
oath he had taken, at firft was on 
the fide of Mary, but through the 
influence of cafuifts had confented 
that Jane fhould be proclaimed ; 
fill he never oppofed Mary’s aétual 
accefion to the throne. In this 
whole affair he aéted like a man 
eminently confcientious, but Mary 
never forgave him, and being in 
principles a Papift did from the firft 
determine his deftruétion. The 
whole papal party, knowing him 
to be a principal obftacle to the ac- 
complifhment of their defiga, and 
an object of bitter vengeance in 
the mother court of Rome, level- 
led their fhafis againft his reputa- 
tion and life. Many were the at- 
tempts made to deltroy him and 
many to gain him to the popifh 
party, but he generally was inflex- 
ible to his faith and his owa under- 
ftanding of the fcriptures. 

Having been for a jong time 
perfecuted by his enemies, in aa 
unguarded moment, he was influ- 
enced by thofe who called them- 
felves his friends, to fet his name 
to a recantation in which he re- 
nounced the doétrines of the ref- 
ormation and declared, his belief 
in the principles of popery. His 
having made this recantation af- 
fords a {triking proof of this truth, 
that the firmelt men may at times 
be fhaken in their refolution, when 
not guarded again{t temptation 
from theirworldly interefts. From 
the time of figning this paper the 
e00d Archbifhdp relented. He 
felt that he had done wrong, and 
he never after enjoyed that peace 
and quictnefs of confcience with 
which a full confidence in his own 
integrity had before this infpired 
him. And while this a& gave 
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"4 Martyrdom of Cranmer. 


him difquict in his own mind, 
did not at all abate the malice of 
his cnemies. His death was de- 
termined upon. ‘lhe offence which 
he had given to a haughty and im- 
placable Queen, fhe could not for- 
give, notwithitanding he had pub- 
licly recanted the errors of which 
fhe and her party pretended to ac- 
cufe him. He was thrown into 
prifon and treated with great fever- 
ityand cruclty. A fecret com- 
miffion was made out by authority 
of the Queen for put ting him to 
death, and feveral perfons entrult- 
ed with the execution of that com- 
mifhon. A day Was appointe ed for 
exhibitin oh im to the view of the 
public, at nd the better to carry on 
the impious farce, a Dr. Cole was 
appointed by the Que en to preach 
afermon on the occafion, in which 
he was direéied to cenfure Cran- 
merand attempt to prejudice the 
people againit him. On the day 
appointed, the venerable Arch- 
bihop was brought from prifon to 
the church, ehere e, like a criminal, 
he was expofed to public view, 
habited in mean apparel, and ev- 
ery circumftance contrived to de- 
grade him in the efiimation of thofe 
who had formeriy looked up to 
him with refpeé. During the 
preaching of Cole, Cranmer ap- 
peared with the humble and patient 
dignity of atrue martyr. Poflef- 
fing the {pirit of his great matter, 
he received revilings without even 
a difp vfition to revile again, and 
during the f fervice he twice lifted 
up his hands to heaven imploring 
«a bicfling on his perfecutors. Af- 
ter this mock folemnity the pious 
martyr received a {entence of con- 
cemnatien, on hearing which he 
addrefied the throne of grace in 
the following prayer <— 
“QO Father of heayen, O Son 
‘of God, Redcemier of the world, 
“Q Moly Ghoft, three perfons 














[Aucusr, 


“~ 


and one God, have merey upon 
‘me, a moft wretched and mifer- 
able finner. I have offended 
‘both again{t heaven and earth, 
more than my tongue can ex- 
prefs. Whither then may I go, 
or whither fhall I flee ? ‘To 
heaven I may be afhamed to lift 
up mine yet, and on earth | 
find no place of refuge or fuc- 
cor. ‘l’o thee, therefore, O 
Lord, doI run, to thee do | 
husble myfelf, faying, O Lord 
my God, my fins be great, but 
yet have mercy upon me for thy 
great mercy. ‘The great myfte- 

y that God became man, was 
not wrought for little or few of- 
fences. Thou didft not give 
thy Son, O Heavenly Father, 
unto death for fmall fins only, 
but for all the preateft fins of the 
world, if the finner  retur 
to thee with his whole heart, as 
I doat this prefent. Wherefore 
have mercy upon me, O God, 
whofe property is always to have 
mercy, have mercy upon me, C 
Lord, for thy great mercy. 1 
crave nothing tor mine own met- 
its, but forthy name’s fake,.that 
it may be hallowed thereby, and 
for thy dear Son Jefus Chrift’s 
fake. A:nd now therefore, O Fa- 
ther of heaven, hallowed be thy 
name,’’ &c. 

Having clofed his prayer, he 
addreffed the people and exhorted 
them to the practice of every 
Chriftian duty. Inthe courfe ct 
his exhortation he was infulted by 
his enemies, and fpecdily dragged 
to the ftake where he was to cic 
asa witnefs to the truth. ‘The 
vood being kindled and the fie 
beginning to burn near him, he 
Aretched { forth his right hand which 
had figred his recantation, into the 
flames, andthere held it, till the 
{peGtators faw it burn to a coal be- 
fore his body was touched. 5¢ 
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patient and conftant was he in the 
midit of the moft extreme tor- 
tures, that he appeared to move 
no more than the {take to which he 
was bound. His eyes were litted 
wp to heaven, and he often ufed 
the words of the bleffed martyr 
St. Stephen, “ Lord Jefus, receive 
‘my fpirit,”’ till the fury of the 
flames extinguithed his life, he 
cave up the ghoft. 





6 ini “s@ VERICUS hanges 
JT} p f R:z i 
in the hour of death ; a late faB | 
in the flate of Conredicut. 


UBRICUS died in the be- 
{ ginning of his twenty-fec- 
ond year. He was the fon of pi- | c 
ous parents who were wounded in 
the hipheft degree by the death of 
their child. Although, as parents 
they wifhed his falvation, 
were ever ready to acknowledge 
that it would be jutt in God to 
leave himin unh appine efs. For they 
had feen, that being 
the amufing company of an old 
man in the neighborhood, whofe 


Deaia of 


ee 


ee 


' onthe throne of the univerfe. 
they } 


feduced by ) 


| 


Radricus. “5 
Jefus Chrift. He believed in a 
heaven, for on his own principles 
it was for his intcreft thus to be- 
lieve ; but in aftate of future mif- 
ery he had no belief, faying that a 
God of almighty power could have 
no motive to punith finners. i 
was inthe cafe of other finne 
who fee nothing of the glory or 
the beauty of jultice. He treated 
all, both the ferious and profane, 
with an apparent civilicy, but fay- 
ing of one “they are too gloomy,” 
and of the other “they are un- 
‘civil and have not benevclence 
enough to preferve them from 
paining the feelings of people, 
‘whom 9 ought to refpeS.” 
Thus Rubricus was philofophi- 
cally going to peace, for he tho 
God to be fucii anone, as_ he de- 
termined he would be, 1¢ he were 
He 
had refolved never to form the 
moft endearing connexion of life ; 
left his own heart, or the hearts of 
others, fhould be pained by a fep- 
aration, and he had 


, 


determined 


never to be inftrumentally acceflary 


early days were ‘palled i in debauch- | 
ery and his latter ones in trying to | 


fifbe lieve, their child was in danger 

{ perithing | by this temptation. 
‘he natural difpofitions of Ru- 
bricus appeared to ‘be amiable, and 
ail admired the benevolent ac- 
tons, which were daily occurring 
in his life; butthofe who had op- 
portunity for more intimate obfer- 
vation, faw the young difbeliever, 
even in the gpeodnefs of his life. — 
he fact was, that being early ad- 
fhed of his danger by his fa- 
ther, but not believing, he had de- 
termined to be as good on his own 
princ iples, as Chriitians were on 
theirs. He was philofophically 
concvolent and juft to men, but 
no piety and renentance to- 
yards God or faith ia our Lord 
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‘fick bed, 


to pain. = VPleafed with his own 
notions of perfection and efpecial- 
ly of benevolence, it is not proba- 
ble that he ever hada true idea ei- 
ther of the goodnefs or jultice ot 
God. 

His firft decay took 
confeque nce of extreme 
ana he dred bee aufe 


place in 
exertion, 
men mult die, 


rather than by any difeafe which 
phyficians could regularly name. 
Yhrough the firil months ot difeafe 


he was penfive and gloomy, be- 
caufe, ashe faid, he was deprived 
of the focial and benevolent pleaf- 
ures of life; but after he faw his 
cale to be dangerous, he refumed 
acalmnefs, which continued until 
the two or three laft days of his 
life. He delighted to fee a cheer- 
ful countenance by the fide of his 
and to make 
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little difference in converfing with , and often did their voices join in 


the pious and the profane, for all 


as they clearly faw himapproaching 
toa diffolution. By his own de- 
fire a very aged clergyman vifited 
him two or three times ina week. 
The good man in converfing with 
Rubricus at firft appeared to have 
fome fears ; but as the converfa- 
tion never turned on the principal 
fubjeét of his errors, he was pleaf- 


ed with the particular defire, which | 


was always mentioned before pray- 
er, * that he would give thanks to 
‘ God, for his goodnefs.” 

The third night before he died 
he was ingreat difcompofure. The 
aged minifter was fent for by his 
own defire, to whom on entering 
the room, he faid, * I fear that 


‘Lhave deccived myfelf. Until | 


‘this night I never thought it pof- 
* fible that God fhould make any 


“one miferable. A new thought | 


has occurredto me, and I won- 
“der that I never had it before. 
© More than half my life has been 
‘filled with difappointment and 
‘unhappinefs, under the govern- 
ment cf the fame God, into 


< > 
whofe prefence I am goine, and ; ! : 4 
I sO ae 1s a noble, a juft, a comfortable 


‘why may it not be fo with me 
* forever? I have been ftrangely 
‘ blind in this point and am afraid 
¢ for myfelf.”” 

The good man was deeply af- 
feéted, for he now faw his firft 


fears to be truly grounded. Scarce- | you are going to receive the re- 


ly did he leave the bed-fide, until 


| 
| 


| 


| painful concert, “O Lord have 
were civil in fo folemn a fituation ; | 


‘ mercy on our child.”? 


SINCERUS. 


[On the preceding account, the 
Editors remark, that it is thus ma- 
ny are deceived by a falfe idea of 
benevolence without juftice.] 








ANECDOTES. 
HEN Mr. Pafchall obfer- 


ved any of his friends to 
be afflicted at feeing the ficknefs 
and pain he underwent, he would 
fay ;—** Do not be fo concerned 
for me. Sicknefs is the natural 
{tate of a Chriftian, becaufe by it 
we are what we always ought to be, 
in a ftate of fuffering evils, morti- 
fied to the pleafures of fenfe, ex- 
empt from ail thofe pafhons which 
work upon us as long as_ we live, 
free from ambition or ayarice, and 
in a con{tant expectation of death. 


| And is it not a great happinefs to 


be by neceffity in that {tate one 


| ought to be in, and to have noth- 


ing clfe to do, but humbly and 
peaceably to fubmit to it!” This 


| reflection ! 


' 
| 
| 


death had done its work. He in- | 


ftructed, he prayed, he called the 
trembling youth to the blood of a 
Saviour and the grace of God, 
but there were no apparent com- 
forts in the hour of his departure. 
His deftiny is known inthe coun- 
fels of heaven. Two parents, 
who were pious and prayertul, each 
one kneeling, in the laft moments 
held the cold hand of a dying fon 








Mr. Hooker, the firft minif- 
ter of Hartford, when one that 
ftood weeping at his bed- fide, when 
he lay dying, fatd to him, Sir, 


ward of all your labors ? he repli- 
ed, “ Brother, I am going to re- 
ceive mercy ?” 


Mr. Heron, a minifter in New- 
England, when dying and leaving 
a family of many {mall -children ; 
his poor wife fell a weeping, and 
faid, alas, what wi!l become of ail 
thefe children ? He prefently and 
pleafantly replied, “* Never fear; 
he that feeds the young Ravens, 
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will not ftarve the young Herons.” 
And indeed it came to pafs accord- 
ingly. It was an ancient obferva- 
tion concerning the Englifh mar- 
tyrs under the bloody Marian per- 
fecution, * That none of thcm 
went more joyfully to the ftake, 
than thofe who had the greateft 
families to commit unto the Lord.” 


Mr. Puitir Henry, when 
dying, his pains being very fharp, 
{aid to his neighbors who came to 
fee him, O make fure work for 
your fouls, by getting an intereft 
in Chrift, while you are in health ; 
for, if [had that work to do now, 
what would come of me? A ht- 
tle before his laft illnefs, he wrote 


‘ 


Religious Intelligence. "9 


Extrad of a letter from one of the 
Conneticut M:fronaries at the 
Weftward. 

“© JN my tour from the Catfkill 
to the head of Delaware River, I 
found fome religious attention, in 
fome places, efpecially in the towns 
of Freehold ard Blenheim, the 
former of which is ten miles wett 


| of the Catfkill, the latter tea miles 


to areverend brother, ** Methinks | 
it is {trange, that it fhould be your | 


lot and mine to abide fo long on 
earth when fo many of our friends 
are triumphing above ; but God 
will have it fo ; and to be willing 
tolive in obedience to his holy 
will, is as trucan act of grace, as 
to be willing to die when he calls.” 
He was fometimes taken with faint- 
ing fits, and when recovering h 
would fay, “ Dying is but a little 


| 


more.’”? Once he faid, after a lit- | 
tle recovery, “ Well, I thought L | 


had been putting into the harbour, 
but I find I am fiill onthe boiiter- 
Cus ocean.” 





Religious intelligence. 


Extra& of a letter from Windfor, 
Vermont. 


“ OD is carrying ona piori- 


ous work about 60 or 70 
miles nerth of this, in the towns 
of Berlin, Barre, Orange, Plain- 
field, Marfhfield, Calais, Wath- 
ington, and Orford. To the eatt- 
ward, in New-Hamphhire, I learn 
2 geod work is carrying on.” 


ee 








eaft of the head of Delaware Riv- 
er. <A confiderable number of 
people, in each of thofe places, 
and fome few in other places have 
of late hopefully come into the 
kingdom of Chrift. In the town 
of Delhi, the capital of the coun- 
ty of Delaware, in one part of 
the town, bythe name of Little- 
Delaware, there appears to be 
fome dawn of an awakening ; fome 
perfons appeared folemnly conviét- 
ed. There have been great cffu- 
fions of the divine fpirit in the 
wildernefs within a year and a half 
paft. I hear of awakenings almoft 
in every direftion. And in pla- 
ces where there do not appear to 
be any general awakenings, the 


| ferious people inform me there is 


better attention to religious things 
than has ever been before. Prob- 
ably the eftimation would not be 
too grest if we fhould fay that 
thoufands in our New Settlements, 
within the {pace of two years, have 
hopefully believed onthe Lord Je- 
fus Chrift. It is a time of harveft- 
ing fouls ; the year of redemption 
is come, when the prifon doors are 
opened to the captive, and Jeru- 
falem breaks forth in fengs, and 
deferts learn the joy. Itisatime 
which calls for the exertion and 
benevolence cf all the friends of 
the Redeemer.’ 


Extrad of a letter from Haverkiti, 
Vermont, Fuly 12, 1800. 

“« A WORK of grace is going 

on at Guildhall. Ltruft 20 or 30 
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“$$ Relisious Intelligence. 


perfons have been favingly wrought 
upon. The attention is rapidly 
increafing. There is alfo great ate 
tention at Orford, 18 miles above 
the College. Almoit the yn 
of the young people have beer 
brought in and many of the mid idle 
aged. The attention at Calais and 
Marfhfield contin: res, and in a 
number of towns adjoining. 


The Editors learn that at Eaft- 
Hampton, Bridgeham; pion, Brook- 
Haven, and m any other ‘iseites on 
Lang-Iand there are at prefent 
ery. promiling appearances of a 
relistous revival. 





f Aucusrt, 


the Rev. John Elliot gave the 
richt hand of Fellowfhip; and 
the Rev. David Selden made the 
concluding prayer. 


THE Tritftees of the Miffionary 
Society have voted “ that fubfcrip- 
tion books fhould be opened at the 
Treafurer’s Officeand neath coun- 
ty town in the ftate, under the di- 
rection of {uch perfons as the ‘l'rea- 
furer fhould appoints to pive oppor- 
tunity to thofe who may be difpofe d 
to fubferibe to the funds of the So- 
ciety, defignating whether the mo- 
ney fubferibed is to be appropria- 


ted at the difcretion. of the Truf- 


] , ‘ 
Extrad of a letter from the county | 


of F New-E Javen, addrefed to cue 

of the Editors. 

‘ THE evening after receiving 
the firft number of the Conneéti- 
cut Evangelical Magazine, 1 read 
the accounts of revivals of reli- 
gion contained therein, to a num- 
ber of perfons aflembled in confer- 
ence meeting. I hee them 
to be more attentive than ufual. 
They appeared to be {truck with 
the manner of the f{pirit’s operating 
upon the hearts of ttupid finaers, 
and to apply what was read to them- 
{elves. Fromthis effect I am led 
to believe, that fuch accounts of 
the revivals of religion which have 
taken place in this {tate and elfe- 
where, will be exceedingly uferul 
to finners and very couiforting to 
God’s people.” 


ORDAINED—Oa Wednef- 
day the rith of June 1800, the 
Rev. Ifrael Brainard, over the 
firft Church of Chrilt ia Guilford, 
State of Conneficur. The Rev. 
Achilles Manstield made the in- 
troductory prayer ; the Rev. James 
Dana, D. D. preac hed the fer- 
mon 3 the Rev. john Foot made 
the confecrating prayer ; the Rev. 
‘Vhomas W. Bray gave the charge; 





tees, or to go to the eftablifhment 
£ a fund the intereft of which on- 
ly to be thus appropriated.” 


In conformity to this vote, the 


fy 4, Y r perfons are appointed and 

furnifhed with fubfcriptton books, 
( viz.) ‘Me Feremiah Atwater, 
Merchant, New-Haven, Capt. 
Richard Douglaf/s, New-London, 
Dok. Fofbua Lothrop, Norwich, 
David Bur, Efq. Fairfield, Hon. 
Fy, feph P. Covke, Efq. Danbury, 
Fabex Clarke, ¥.Aq. Windham, Col. 
Be eyamin Tallnadze, Litchfield, 
Matthew T. Ruffil, Efgq. Mid- 
dictown, Doé&. Sith Clark, Had- 
dam, Ephraim Grant, jun. Efg. 
Tx ofland. 


Extrad of alter Pb one of the 
Truflees of the 
ty of Conne?é ficut. 
THE dificuities of communi- 

cating the gofpel to the Heathen, 
and the grace which has given it 
to us, _ greatcr and greater 
in my vie . Mount ains and rough 
places appear indeed before us. 
But Jefus left the bofom of infinite 
and eternal delights, that he might 
fave Gentiles; he has the fure 
promi fe the rat they fhall be his in- 
heritance, and performs all things 
for his peanite ; let us not _ “’ 
difcouraged. He may caufe ditij- 


Miffionary Sscie- 


1800. ] 


culties, and appear to hedge up 
our way, to fhow us our weakneis, 
try our faith, patience, zeal ard 
perfeverance in his caufe, and to 
prepare us for fuccefs. Let us im- 
bibe his fpirit and caft ourfelves at 
his feet, imploring his help, and he 
will not forfake, nor difappoint us. 
It is his own caufe we are attempt- 
ing to ferve, and he will ¢fe@tually 
plead it in the appointed time. 





ee ees 
—_— — 





HYMNS. 
COMMUNICATED As 


ORIGINAL. 


The Lora’s Supper. 


OME, ye difcipies of our Lord, 
Behold, your Saviour’s here ; 

Affemble round his gracieus board, 
To prove your love fincere. 

2. This holy table Chrift hath fpread, 
To feaft our fouls with good ; 

He gives us of his ficth in bread, 

tn wine we drink his blood. 


Yr. 


3. Our Lord hath gone to yonder fkies, 
‘lo advocate our caufe ; 

‘Thefe emblems left before our eycs, 
‘To cheer usin our courfe. 


4. Thebreadand wine prefent to view, 
His body onthe crofs, 

in pangs which mortals never knew ; 
I’ enrich us by his lofs. 


s. His blood doth wafh the fouls of 
And purge their finsaway;  [men, 

It makes their guilty natures clean, 
And fits for endlefs day. 





Gl ry to Chi if. 


LORY to Chrift the Son, 

Who comes to mortal race, 
Difplays the wonders he hath done ; 
Vhe wonders of his matchlefs grace. 
2. Behold the bleeding Lamb 
In agonies expire ; 
Smell the fwecet favour of his name, 
His deep humility admire. 


3. That men may taftc his love, 

And fice from wrath to come, 

How doth he bend the fkies above, 
And fhed his blood, and bring them 


? 


home | 
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4. Topraife their Saviour king, 
Let mortals never ceafe ; 


, 


A grateful tribute let them brine 


’ 
To him who gives them heav’nly peace 
5. Let ev'ry voice confpire, 

Angels and men unite, 

Heaven, earth and feaoneglon’ous choir, 
To hail him in the realms ef lighe. 





Tie werd of God. 
PE HOLD in facred writ, 
The image of our Ged ; 
In faire lines his mind reveal’d 
An high ditplay of good ! 





I. 


2. It guides the feet of men, 
By light divinely fpread, 
And trains them up for realms of Wy, 


When number’d with the dead. 


3. Our duty there we learn, 
‘The path is clear’in view, 

Yo honor, ferve and blefs the Lord, 
And pay th’ obed’ence due. 


4. The volume of the word 
With protit we perufe, 

And learn to run the heaven’ly road ; 
The charms of vice refufe. 


5. O! may our fouls be fed 

| With dainties at the feat ; 

That we on earth, in grace, may live 
In glory dwell at laft. 





Tl c Gofpel. 


! The rapturous found, 

That ‘preads the world around ; 

| Reveals the fiores of heav'nly love, 

| Brings peace and joy from realms above, 
Sheds beams of brighteft light, 


And drives the fhades of night. 


I. 


2. Sinners were doom’d to death, 
| Expos’d in cv’ry breath 

' To feel the venzeance of the Lord, 
! Receive for fina juft reward, 

| Sink down to endlefs woe 

And dwell in worlds below. 


3. But Ged hath fent his Son, 
‘Il’ redecm us as hisown; 
| I'he chains of Satan Chrift hath broke, 
And refcu’d from his galling yoke. 
Infpir’d with life divine, 
In courts of blifs we'll thine. 


8. Let ev'ry heart rejoice ; 
Vith fweet and melting voice, 
The mefiengers of God proclaim 
The glories of the Saviour’s name. 
His glory let us fing ; 


"Lhe glory of our king. 
ke . 





























80 * Hymus. 


Two HYMNS wriiten by Sthenia, on 
the death of Claritla, ber young cem- 
panion in ferioufuefs. 


HYMN L 


‘ “ggg, gone ! Death’s cold 
‘ embrace 

Spreads o’er her limbs and pales her face; 

The foaring fpirit fill’d with love 

Seeks for congenial realms above. 


2. Ah, how I mark’d her fhort’ning 
breath, 

Her pulfelefs arm and dying writhe ! 

With foftly fteps approach’d her bed, 

My trickling tears bedew’d her head. 


3grom dying fleep fhe op’d her eyes, 

To mect my heart and greet my fighs : 

Speech fled my lips, o’ercharg’d with 
gricf, 


“Till Clara’s voice fave me relief. 


4. “ Welcome, dear Sthenia, join my 
praife ; 

Behold me die! How fhort my days! 

O how T long to foar away, 

And join the fongs of endlefs day ! 


f¢ 
ae 


ac 


5. “ Tis Jefus fills my foul with love ; 

“ "Tis Jefus calls me from above. 

“ O Death! I triumph in thy arms, 

“ Enraptur’d with my Saviour’s charms.” 

6. The conqu’ring {pirit broke its bonds 

And mounted high to cndlefs fongs : 

I kneel’d to kifs the breathlefs clay, 

And long’d to join her in the way. 

7. [mourn her as I pafsalong, 

With tears I recollect her fonz. 

Prepare me, Lord, to gain the prize, 

And join her praife above the ikies. 
STHENIA, 





HYMN Ii. 
Why was I not taken alfo ? 
AY, fov’reign power, why am 
I ftill in life ? 
Why am J left to bear the pangs and 
ftrife 
Of this vain world ? Why beats my 
trembling heart, 
To tafte by turns the pleafure and the 
{mart, 
Of opening heav'n and fear forboding 
guilt ? 


i. 
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Perhaps to find my high-rais’d hope are 
loft, 

My heart rebelling, expectation croft ; 

To fecl the rage of reigning fin return, 

And all the high commands of heav’n to 
{corn, 

And fhame the flock for which Chrift’s 
blood was fpilt. 


2. Perhaps, if grace divine hath bid me 
love, 

And giv’n a fpark that foars to worlds 
above ; 

Sorrow and pain muft purify my foul, 

And fit me for the folemn funeral toll : 

’Tis thus that love divine prepares for 
death. 

O fov'reign grace, purfue thy vict’ry 
high ! 

Accept the praife, accept the mourning 
figh ! 

The humble figh adores thy dying love, 

May all my foul afcend to worlds 
above, 

To fhout thy glory with an endlefs 
breath! 

STHUENIA 


{Tne Editors fuppofe, though they 
have no certain knowledge, that the 
perfon ailuded to, in the preceding 
hymns under the name of Clarissa, 
was a young woman who died in 
Hartford laft fpring. She had become 
ferious during the Jate revival of reli- 
gion in this place; and after fhe ob- 
tained a hope was favored with very 
fingular comfort, and enjoyed peculiar 
happinefs in the duties of religion. 
Her life evinced the fincerity of her 
Chriftian profeffion: and her pious 
and amiable deportment endeared her 
toall who knew her. After living 2 
few months in the pleafing exercife of 
the duties ef religion, and of focial 
life, fhe was feized with a fever which 
ina few days terminated her earthly 
courfe. During her ficknefs, God 
was prefent with her in a moft re- 
markable manner; and fhe died tri- 
umphing in the expectation of being 
admitted to the blifsful prefence of 
God. May her young friends and 
companions, who met with her to 
worthip and praife God at religious 
mectings, be fo happy as to join her 
hereafter in the everlafling fong of 
praife to God and to the Lamb !] 
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